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God's  handiwork  seen  in  home  missionary 


By  Bob  Carey 

SBC  Brotherhood  Commission 


ister,  Meimaris  met  Southern  Baptists  for 
the  first  time  in  1978. 

k  "I  had  an  idea  that  God  would  use  me 
working  in  different  language  groups 
cross-ciuturally,"  Meimaris  said.  "It  wasn't 
long  after  that  I  began  working  as  a  lan¬ 
guage  catalytic  missionary  in  the  Greater 
Boston  Baptist  Association." 

His  success  in  Boston  opened  up  a  new 
door  —  serving  the  Baptist  Convention  of 
New  England  as  language  coordinator  and 
Brotherhood  director.  He  held  these  titles 
public  from  1988  until  1993  when  he  assumed  his 
current  position  with  the  Boston  association. 

With  the  return  to  Boston,  he  faced 
many  of  the  same  problems  but  also  some 
new.  According  to  Meimaris,  most  of  those 

{jroblems  come  from  the  same  source  — 
ack  of  trained  leadership. 

"Our  concept  of  leadership  is  beyond 
the  programmatic  cdneept*"  ..W  said.  "It 
covers  all  areas  of  leadership.  We  want 
mentors  to  train  others  to  be  potential  lead¬ 
ers  and  how  to  be  effective  administrators. 
We  need  people  who  can  help  take  the  load 
off  of  the  pastor  in  churcnes  where  he 
-wears- so  many-hats." 

Taking  responsibility  and  sharing  the 
load  is  perhaps  the  greatest  need  for  the 
churches  of  Boston. 

Only  three  of  the  71  churches  and 
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BOSTON  —  When  Ignatius  Meimaris 
accepted  Christ  in  1968,  he  never  dreamed 
he'd  be  a  Southern  Baptist  missionary  in 
Boston.  God's  plan  for  nis  life  would  lead 
him  there  to  do  cross-cultural  language 
ministry  and  find  his  future  wife. 

Almost  30  years  later,  Meimaris  now 
finds  himself  serving  as  the  director  of  mis¬ 
sions  for  the  Greater  Boston  Baptist 
Association  and  married  to  Nena,  a  \ 
schoolteacher,  for  19  years. 

The  Meimarises  are  two  of  the  home  mis¬ 
sionaries  spotlighted  during  the  March  2-9 
Season  of  Prayer  for  Home  Missions,  held  in 
ccMUiection  with  the  annual  Annie  Armstrong 
Easter  Offering  for  Home  Missions. 

As  a  member  of  the  Greek  Evangelical 
Church  who  was  looking  for  ways  to  min- 
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leadership  base,  they  will  leave  behind  a 
ministry.  The  pieople  who  were  developed 
here  in  Boston  still  have  a  mentor  to  rely 
ujxin  in  another  part  of  the  country.  Ihe 
volunteers  help  create  a  homegrown  lead¬ 
ership,"  Meimaris  said. 

Meimaris'  dream  is  that  churches  will  be 
willing  to  help  the  Greater  Boston  Baptist 
Association  with  short-term  and  long-term 
volunteers? 

"It  takes  a  long  time  to  develop  leaders, 
but  every  bit  counts.  The  volunteers  need 
to  be  willing  to  learn.  They  can  learn  a 
tremendous  amount  about  people  and 
Boston  while  volunteering,  yet  they  can 
give  so  much  of  Christ's  love  at  the  same 
time,"  he  concluded. 


Uruy  three  ot  the  /l  churches  and  mis¬ 
sions  m  the  Boston  association  have  full¬ 
time  youth  directors.  Youth  work  is  a  great 
need  and  yet  without  leadership,  another 
generation  in  Boston  may  be  lost. 

"We  are  having  new  people  come  into  our 
churches,  yet  so  many  of  these  people  are 
second-generation  families  who  have  been 
unchurched.  They  don't  have  a  background 
of  working  in  a  church  setting,"  he  said. 

Meimaris  believes  there  is  a  solution  to 
this  dilemma. 

If  he  could  recruit  volunteers  who  were 
willing  to  spend  from  one  week  to  several 
months  in  Boston,  they  could  begin  to 
make  a  difference  in  the  effectiveness  of  the 
churches  on  the  neighborhoods. 

"If  a  volunteer  comes  and  stays  for  a 
couple  of  weeks  or  months  helping  build  a 


REACHING  ACROSS  CULTURES  —  Ignatius  Meimaris,  (right),  director  of 
missions  for  the  Greater  Boston  Baptist  Association,  talks  with  Hatian  pastor 
Gaspard  Matheus  o^  Fort  Myers,  Fla.  Matheus  mentors  other  Haitian  pastors  in 
Fort  Myers,  and  comes  to  Boston  four  times  a  year  to  assist  Haitian  congrega¬ 
tions  meeting  in  the  area.  (HMB  photo  by  Don  Rutledge) 


Home  Missions 


March  2-9 


/  luick 


What's  in  the 
Record 


Missions  message  going  home 

The  Southern  Baptist  Woman's  Missionary  Union  (WMU) 


auxiliary  is  joining  the  hcnne  shopping  craze  to  market  a  vari¬ 
ety  of  native  hamcrafts  from  countries  wch  as  Pakistan, 
Thailand,  Jordan,  Mexico,  and  Tanzania.  ' 

The  WorldCraftB  markedly  approach  has  been  piloted 
with  12  to  15  hmne  parties,  resultmg  in  sadsdii^ii^  consumer 
response,  according  to  coonUoalor  Joyoi  M^doeU,  WMU 
associate  execotiveairector.  WIdle 

learning  expotet^,  the  new  ntariteting  pior 

iddcd  a  sales  outlet  fw  theku^enpos  craflei^li(^ 
<|BirteincotnepOBea>iUties,MHwi|fqrotte^iapi%^^^ 
WDOung  with  dre  orafteis  —  aft  of  whom  ide  inmmm  — 
thioii^  Soudfent  Baptist  petsooriil  ip  varidtts  countries. 

'Access  to  a  (omm  ihshihttdQn  stnKtupa  fw  crafters  is 
oftat  Salted.  kVtttrti^eestahBihilaBH  of  ai^iPifaricfCtaftsiiutt- 


At  least  orffi  Baptist  dies  and  more  than  25  are  injuried  when  a  tor¬ 
nado  sweeps  through  rural  Jones  County  Saturday  morning,  accord¬ 
ing  to  Maurice  Flowers,  director  of  missions  for  Jones  assoaation.  At 
least  three  Baptist  churches  in  the  area  are  damaged. 


WMU  sets^annual  meet 


Brantley  mejts  hearts 


The  Joy  Singers  of  Agricola  Church,  Agricola,  return  from  a  tour 
in  which  they  presented  "ZACK,  JR.,'"  a  folk  musical  by  Jack 
Coleman.  Mrs.  Rawleen  Chisholm  is  their  accompanist.  Ronnie  R. 
Cottingham  is  minister  of  music  and  W.  Bryce  Evans  is  pastor. 


Students  c^brate  TLW 


0«te  Ip  Bk  eoonomic  and  devek)|pilnent  of  crafters 

BUnougjhout  die  world  and  to  provide  a  teigSile  reminder  for 
missions  awareness  for  the  purchaser,"  Mitch^  said. 


The  Mississippi  Baptist  Convention  Board's  Training  Union 
Department  has  for  distribution  an  abundant  supply  of  the  leaflet, 
"Crusade  to  Enlist  2,(X)0,000  Daily  Bible  Readers,'' which  gives  the 
Bible  readings  for  the  first  quarter  of  1947. 


Home  mis>iqns  prayers 


Life  is  worth  defending  at  all  stages 


Ississippians  have  experienced  a  most  Building  in  New  York  City.  The  motive  of 
difficult  week.  that  mad  ^nman,  who  subsequently  corn- 

addition  to  the  murders  that  occur  mitted  suicide,  cannot  be  fathomedf,  either, 
such  frequency  and  predictability  that  Rational  people  desperately  search  for 
ly  anyone  notices  (except  the  victims'  reason  when  one  human  intentionally 
f  ones),  the  state  suffered  a  pair  of  destroys  himself  or  takes  the  lives  of  other 
ually  incidents  that  gripped  humans. 

('one's  attention  and  caused  a  great  How  could  such  a  thing  fmppen?  What  was 
of  uneasiness.  the  killer  thinking,  and  how  could  his  thinking 

le  first  incident  occurred  when  a  man  be  so  different  Jrom  mine?  Was  his  thinking 
>  treated  at  the  Veteran's  really  any  different  than  mine?  Will  I  ever  feel 
inistration  Hospital-in  Jackson  calmly  secure  again' 
walked  into  the  hospital  with  a  shot-  Learned  men  and  women  offer  many 

I^n  and  killed  one  of  his  doctors  explanations  for  such  tragedies  ;  socioeco- 
before  taking  his  own  life.  nomic  factors,  family  meltdown,  violent 

Friends  of  the  gunman  told  entertainment  media,  lead  paint,  and  at 
reporters  there  was  never  a  hint  of  least  a  thousand  other  ideas, 
violence  in  all  the  years  they  knew  I  believe  it  is  because  we  live  in  a  culture 
the  Vietnam  War  veteran.  His  of  death. 

For  example,  when  we  corporately  lose 
respect  for  life  at  the  beginning  and  end  of 
an  individual's  existence” —  specifically. 


Editor's 

Notebook 


Father  of  the 
heavenly  lights, 
^  whodoesnot 
^  change  like  shiftin 
shadows. 


leagues  as  a  deeply  sensitive  and 
involved  healer,  left  a  wife  and  two 
young  children. 

The  second  highly-charged 
tragedy  of  the  week  was  the  sense¬ 
less  slaughter  of  two  Jefferson 
Davis  County  deputy  sheriffs, 
allegedly  by  an  inmate  they  were 
transporting  to  a  state  correctional 
facility  where  he  was  to  begin  serv¬ 
ing  multiple  sentences  for  convic¬ 
tions  involving  manslaughter  and  aggra¬ 
vated  assault. 

C^ce  again,  spouses  and  young  children 
are  left  without  nusbands  and  famers. . 

one  yet  knows  how  the  accused 
murderer  —  now  allegedly  responsible  for 
three  deaths  —  managea  to  acquire  the 
handgun,  or  why  he  thought  he  could  get 


For  the  Christian,  there  is  another  way. 
The  Bible  is  filled  with  references  to  the 
value  God  places  on  each  of  us. 

We  are  so  important  that  God  himself 
breathed  life  into  us  (Gen.  2:7,  Gen.  2:22). 

Our  Savior  made  repeated  references  to 
the  importance  of  all  life  during  his  earthly 
ministry  (Matt.  6:25,  Luke  12:15,  John 
10:10).  Many  of  his  references  dealt  with 
eternal  life,  but  the  connection  to  earthly 
life  cannot  be  missed. 

Life  at  all  stages  is  indeed  precious.  It  is 
also  fragile,  ana  in  many  ways  we  have 
taken  for  ourselves  the  decision  of  life  or 
death  for  another  person  that  should  be 
reserved  only  for  God. 

That's  hot  right,  and  Christians  must 
continue  to  stand  up  for  the  sanctity  of  life 
at  all  stages. 

Jesus  Christ  urged  on  his  followers  to  be 
salt  and  light  in  a  rancid  and  dark  world 
(Matt.  3:13-16). 

Defending  life  is  one  of  the  most  impor¬ 
tant  ways  Christians  can  honor  his  plea. 
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According  to  the  Southern 
Baptist  Home  Mission 
Board  (HMB),  the  number  of 
unsaved  people  in  our  nation 
makes  the  U.S.  the  fourth- 
largest  unsaved  country  in  the 
world  —  behind  only  China, 

India,  and  Indonesia. 

We  live  in  a  coimtry  where 
many  need  to  know  our  Lord. 

As  Southern  Baptists,  our 
avenue  for  touching  America  is 
HMB,  and  almost  one-half  of 
the  FIMB  operating  budget  is 
dependent  on  tne  .  Annie  With  respect  to  Annie  her  bedside,  she  sent  a  message: 
Armstrong  Easter  Offering  for  Armstrong,  Catherine  Allen  After  study  of  God's  Wora 
Home  Missions.  wrote,  "No  single  person  with  comes  study  of the  fields,  then  peo- 

In  1895,  HMB  was  in  debt  the  possible  exception  of  Issac  pie  Pfoy,  then  they  give. 

and  its  secretaiy,  Issac  Taylor  Taylor  Tichenbr,  corresponding  The  opportimity  is  ours  tc 

Tidhenor,  considered  "calling  secretary  of  HMB,  ever  did  as  persist  in  studying,  praying, 
in"  the  missionaries.  much  for  the  Baptist  home  mis-  and  giving  to  missions. 

He  asked  Annie  Armstrong,  sion  cause."  Thougji  Mississippi  is  finan- 

the  first  corresponding  secre-  Annie  Armstrong  died  sever-  cially  one  of  the  poorer  states  ir 

ta^  of  the  Woman's  al  months  after  WMU  celebrat-  the  nation,  we  continue  to  be 

Missionary  Union  (WMU),  if  ed  its  50th  anniversary.  From  among  the  top  ten  states  ir 

the  ladies  could  raise  $5,000 
above  their  usual  gifts. 

The  offering,  which  was  then 
called  the  Week  of  Self-Denial 
for  Home  Missions,  exceeded 
Tichenor's  request. 

Throughout  the  years  the 
name  of  mis  offering  has  under¬ 
gone  many  changes,  but  in  1934 
tne  offering  was  named  in  honor 
of  Annie  Armstrong  by  WMU. 


Southern  Baptist  mission  giv¬ 
ing.  Our  people  are  generous  in 
sharing  what  God  has  provided. 

In  19%,  Mississippi  Baptist 
contributions  amounted  to  over 
$2.5  million  for  the  Annie 
Armstrong  Offering  —  sev- 
enth-highest  in  the  Southern 
Baptist  Convention. 

Later  this  year,  HMB  will 
become  part  of  the  new  struc¬ 
ture  named  North  American 
Mission  Board. 

As  this  occurs,  there  must  be 
diligent  support  for  all  areas  of 
home  missions. 

Great  countries  of  the  world 
have  historically  fallen  due  to 
deterioration  from  within,  not 
from  outside  aggressioni 

If  we  are  to  avoid  ^e  same 
fate,  people  in  our  country 
need  to  know  the  Lord. 

All  of  us  have  the  responsi¬ 
bility  of  sharing  his  love  with 
those  we  meet. 

Mississippians  also  have  the 
privilege  of  supporting  our 
missionaries  with  prayers  and 
finances. 

Annie  Armstrong's  march¬ 
ing  orders  were,  "Go  forward." 

v^fe  must  seize  this  opportu¬ 
nity  yo  "go  forward"  in  our 
praying  and  giving  to  the  Annie 
Annstrong  Easter  Offering. 
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annual  meeting  slated  for  First,  Clinton 


ine  M^issippi-bom  presi-  ♦  Mississippian  Betty  Hart,  Church,  Clinton,  shuttle  ser- 
dent  of  the  Southern  raiptist  retired  Southern  Baptist  mis-  vice  will  be  provided  prior  to 
Board  (FMB)  siona^  to  Chile.  each  session  from  the  paring 

be  the  ke\mote  ^>eaker  at  the  ♦  Betty  Jo  Lewis,  wife  for  lot  of  nearby  Morrison  Heights 
1W7  ann^l  meetmg  of  the  Southern  Baptist  Home  Church  on  Morrison  Drive. 
Mi^issippi  Woman's  Missionary  Mission  Board  former  presi-  A  special  highlight  of  the 
Msrch  17-18  at  dent  Larry  Lewis.  meeting  this  year  will  be  the 

Ctoton.  4  Lintia  Dossett,  member  of  March  17  site  dedicaticm  for  a 

Qinton  native  Jerry  Rankin  First  Church,  Jackson,  and  a  new  adult  lodge  planned  for 
^d  his  wtfe  Bobbye  —  also  a  WMU  leader  there.  Camp  Garaywa,  the  Mississippi 

Miss^ippian  —  will  attend  the  Musicians  slated  to  perform  Baptist  Girk  in  Action  camr>- 
meetog  to  represent  ttie  foreign  at  the  meeting  include  Sherri  ground,  across 

missions  worlc  of  the  Soutiiem  Hardin  of  Picayune;  Regina  mterstate  55 

ConvOTtion.  Jones  of  Greenville;  and  from  the 

me  Rankim  are  graduates  M^aret  McKenzie  of  Madison.  annual  meet- 

of  Mississippi  College,  where  *  The  first  session  on  March  17  ing  location. 

were  selected  for  the  will  begin  at  1:15  p.m.  and  end  The  multi- 

schTOl's  HaU  of  Fame.  at  3:45  p.m.  The  second  session  million  Hnllar 

Dellanna  O'Brien  of  on  March  17  will  begin  at  6:45  1  facility  at 

Birmingham,  national  WMU  p.m.  and  end  at  8:55  p.m.  I  Camp  Garay- 

executive  director,  and  Wpda  The  March  18  session  will  wa  will  allow 

Lee  of  Columbus,  Ga.,  national  begin  at  9:15  a.m.  and  end  at  adult  meet- 

WMU  president,  will  also  partic-  -  "^eer 

ipate  in  each  of  the  three  sessions. 

Minette  Drumwright,  for¬ 
mer  prayer  coordinator  for  the 
Soutnern  Baptist  FMB  in 
Richmond,  Va.,  will  deliver 
devotional  thoughts  for  the 
sessions. 

Other  speakers  include: 

♦  Ken  vVeathersby,  director 
of  African-American  work  for 
the  Term.  Baptist  Convention. 
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Published  Since  1877 


February  27, 1997 
VoL.  121 
No.  4 


given  the  podium  to  proxy  voting  of  SBC  agencies'  investments 
tions.  *'so  that  Southern  Baptists'  moral  views 

noted,  place  the  caripositively  impact  corporate  America." 
jsing  a  chief  pcirlia-  CXC  President  Wchard  Land  reported  in 
1C  president.  a  Dec.  31  memorandum  it  is  "feasible  and 

ted,  "It's  my  under-  doable,"  and  the  Executive  Committee 
1  to  thus  voted  to  ask  the  CLC  to  complete  its 
arian  again  this  year  feasibili^  study,  including  the  "scope  of 

potential  impact  on  corporate  policy,*  and 
tract  with  McCarty  present  a  report  at  the  June  16  Executive 
xecutive  Committee  Committee  meeting  prior  .to  the  SBC  annu- 
expenses,  compared  al  sessions  in  Dallas, 
lid  McCarty  ranging  Compiled  from  Baptist  Press  articles. 


WASHViLLt,  leim.  (Bh'j  —  The  possi¬ 
bility  of  a  two-day  Southern  Baptist 
Convention  (SBC)  armual  meeting,  instead 
of  three  days,  wUl  be  studied  by  a  new 
committee. 

The  SBC  Executive  Committee  voted  _ _ ,  _ _  _ 

Feb.  18  to  ruune  an  "SBC  cirmual  meeting  standmg  that  (Cooper)  has  bi^  'asked 
study  committee"  at  its  September  meet-  serve  as  a  parliament  ' 
ing-  by  the  president." 

Additionally,  the  Executive  Committee  Terms  of  the  con 
requested  the  Committee  on  Order  of  were  disclosed  to  E 
Business  to  "observe  the  1997  Southern  members:  $8,000  plus 
Baptist  Convention  in  Dallas  for  the  pur-  to  fees  previously  pa 
pose  of  evaluating  ways  to  improve  con-  from  $10,000  to 
vention  sessions  and  submit  to  the  presi-  $16,700. 
dent  of  the  Executive  Committee  a  list  of  Among  other 
su^estions  ..."  achons  taken  up  by 

Executive  Committee  chairman  Ronnie  the  Executive 

Floyd,  senior  pastor  of  First  Church,  Committee: 

Springdale,  Ark.,  received  unanimous  ♦  A  request  from 
approval  for  his  motion  to  appoint  a  com-  Southern  Seminary 
mittee  for  a  comprehensive  study  of  the  was  approved  to 
SBC  budget  process.  publish  a  new  quar- 

The  committee  will  issue  its  report  at  the  terly  publication. 

Sept,  meeting  of  the  Executive  Committee.  "The  Southern 
In  another  matter  concerning  the  SBC  Baptist  Journal  of 
annual  meeting,  the  Executive  Committee  Theology." 
acted  to  "receive  as  information"  SBC  ♦  ^presentation 
President  Tom  Elliff's  selection  of  Barry  of  the  Hawaii  Baptist 
McCarty,  SBC  chief  parliamentarian  from  Convention,  which 
1986-94,  as  chief  parliamentarian  for  this  has  surpass^  20,000 
June's  meeting.  members,  was 

One  Executive  Committee  member,  approved  for  the 
Michigan  pastor  Blaine  Barber,  asked  Intemahonal  Mission 
whether  there  had  been  "a  problem"  with  *  Board,  North 

the  decision  by  the  SBC's  immediate  past  American  Mission 
president,  Jim  Henry,  to  turn  to  another  Board,  and  Baptist 
chief  parliamentarian  the  past  two  years,  Sunday  Scnool 
Lester  L.  Cooper  Jr.,  a  Southern  Baptist  pas-  Board, 
tor  from  Riverdale,  Ga.  ♦  A  progress 

Barber  also  asked  whether  a  Southern  report  from  the 
Baptist  could  have  been  chosen  over  Christian  Life 

McCarty,  who  is  not  a  Southern  Baptist.  Commission  (CLC) 

McCarty  is  pastor  of  Lakota  Christian  was  received  as  infor- 
Church  in  Cincinnati  and  an  adjunct  pro-  mation  concerning  a 
fessor  at  Northern  Kentucky  University.  motion  referred  from 
EUiff  was  not  present  at  the  meeting  to  the  1996  annual 
respond,  and  Morris  H.  Chapman,"'  meeting  proposing 
Executive  Committee  president  ana  chief  CLC-coordinated 


Summer  missionaries  reach  record 

ByCariRCWhSe 


nca  Bo»fe,  McCracken 

’'Most  ^deiili)  are  goine  to  new 
he  adtkd. 

A  total  of  134ji^lic^son  for  sum- 

- were 

- WiWKt  with  120  of  the 

interviewed 
inanthoct  of  inter- 


A  record  number  of  111  students 

were  approved  by  the  —  _ 

^»kni  TJiwm 

(BSU)  student  94  7 1 

niisakiBS  JN^eeati^ 
jponnnihee  to  be  home 
imd  aurener  ti^ 

aowBittf  for  1997—  the 
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Angry  hearts  melted  by  Brantley  Center 


Terry  was  enrolled  in  the  Terry  recently  told  Bennett, 
center's  four-month  treatment  "Woul^'t  it  be  funny  when  I 
pr(^am.  get  to  heaven  if  God  fired  St. 

Tne  staff  worked  to  meet  Peter  and  put  me  in  charge  of 
Terry's  basic  needs,  while  the  registering  people  at  the  pearly 
Holy  ^irit  began  to  meet  his  gates?" 

heart,  Bennett  said.  Bennett  observes,  "It  is  really 

"He  came  back  to  me  one  exciting  to  see  how  God  can 
day  saying  there  might  be  take  an  old,  angry  heart  and 
something  to  God.  He  wanted  change  it  to  care  for  the  welfare 
me  to  tell  nim  more.  of  others." 

"By  meeting  his  needs,  the  For  more  information  con- 
door  was  opened  to  witness  to  tact  Bennett  at:  The  Brantley 
him,"  she  said.  Center,  201  Magazine  Street, 

Terry  accepted  Christ,  and  New  Orleans,  LA  70130-2452. 
now  serves  as  a  Brantley  volun-  Telephone:  (504)  523-5761;  or 
teer.  Mississippi  WMU  at  P.O. 

"He  is  the  person  who  regis-  Box  530,  Jackson,  MS  39205- 
ters  the  homeless  at  the  door,'  0530.  Telephone:  (601)  968-3800 
over  200  people  a  night,"  or  toll-free  outside  Jackson 
Bennett  said  (800)  748-1651. 


Orleans  Seminary  (NOBTS). 

One  day  Brantl^  called  the 
seminary  looking  for  someone 
to  fill  a  part  time  position. 

Bennett  answered.  That  was 
in  1988,  and  she's  been  at 
Brantley  ever  since. 

"God  invited  me  to  do  this," 
Bennett  said.  "1  guess  you 
could  say  1  found  a  home  with 
the  homeless." 

Brantley  manages  a  home¬ 
less  shelter  that  houses  up  to 
250  people  per  night. 

Bennett  said  35%  of  the 
homeless  to  whom  they  minis¬ 
ter  are  mental  ill;  48%  are  sub¬ 
stance  abusers;  and  30%  are 
tod  is  nothing  but  dog  military  veterans.  . 
lied  backwards,  and  that  is  Each  person  is  provided  a 
I  feel,"  were  the  first  meal,  shower,  bed,  clothes  if 
■ds  he  said  to  Mississippian  needed,  and  breakfast. 

1  Bennett,  social  services  Also,  chapel  services  are 
rdinator  at  Brantley.  held  nine  times  each  week. 

Brantley  also  has  a  four-month 


By  Carl  M.  White 

Associate  Editor 


Start  Something  New 


Home  Missions 


March  2-9 


"In  the  four-month  program 
we  provide  room,  board,  laun¬ 
dry,  clothes,  group  therapy, 
individual  ther^y,  and  testmg 
—  all  for  free,"  fennett  said. 

The  Brantley  ministry  is  pro¬ 
vided  through  the  Cooperative 
Program  and  the  Annie 
Armstrong  Easter  Offering  for 
Home  Missions.  ' 

Similar  services  in  a  private 
hospital  would  cost  upward  of 
$1,000  a  day,  Bennett  said. 

Bennett  leads  a  self-assess¬ 
ment  program  called  W.I.N.G.S., 
which  stands  for  "Wisely 
Initiate  New  Goals  and  Skills." 

In  addition,  she  oversees  the 
women's  unit  of  the  homeless 
shelter,  does  literacy  training, 
GED  preparation,  individual 
and  group  therapy,  referrals, 
"and  whatever  else  that  needs 
to  be  done,"  ^le  said. 

Brantley  is  in  its  70th  year  of 
operation,  beginning  on 
February  11, 192A 

It  has  a  full-time  ministerial 
staff  of  four,  along  with  three 
interns  from  NOBTS  and  three 
other  employees  who  are  grad¬ 
uates  of  the  alcohol  and  drug 
program. 

It  is  the  only  ministry  center 
in  the  Southern  Baptist 
Convention  fully  owned  and 
operated  by  the  Home  Mission 
Board  (HMB). 

Other  centers  are  cooperative 
efforts  of  HMB,  state  conven¬ 
tions  and/or  local  associations. 


^  tfie  CKujch  Mu£4c 
die  Mississippi 
fccmveantion  Board 


in 

services  featurii^  fti^st 
preachers  and  musk 

The  theme  feMr  the  services  is 
•"Ries  of  Revival."  Services  wUl 
begin  at  7  p.m.  car  March  3, 10, 
17,  and  24  Admission  is  ftee. 
Chikkare  will  be  provided  for 
newborn  through  age  5. 

The  f«ogram  few  each  service  is: 

♦  Mai^  3:  Preacher  will  be 
Rkk  Scai|x>rough,^sfor  of  First 
Church,  Pearland,  Texas.  Musk 
leader  will  be  Ken  Sharp  of  Hrst 
Churdr,  lizana. 

♦  March  10:  Preacher  win  be 
Steve  Bain,  pasto”  of  East 
Hkights  Churen,  IlqTdo.  Musk 
lestasr  will  be 


17:  Preadier  will  be 
pastor  of  Agricok 
Chalw|lLgncola.  Mu^  l^der 
wilftwipeg  Bearden  of  Agrkola 

Preacher  will  be 
S.A.  *1&my"  Adkins,  MBCB 
direefi|jp:df  evangelism.  Miok 
leado^nB  be  Jess  CXckason  erf 

a  Manorial  ChmoEg 

ore  information,  con- 
hara  Cameron  at 
Church,  1^1  E  Papa 
lilfrort,  MS  39507. 
K  (601)  896-3796  or 


HEA^iTWARMING  GIFT 


Inspecting  one  of  20  quilts  made  last 
summer  for  Brantley  Center  in  New  Orleans  by  Girls  in  Action  at 
Camp  Garaywa  in  Clinton  are  (from  left)  Sandra  Nash,  Mississippi 
Woman's  Missionary  Union  (WMU)  president;  Marjean  Patterson, 
Mississippi  WMU  executive  director;  Kay  Bennett,  social  services 
coordinator  at  Brantley;  and  Ginger  Smith,  Brantley  case  worker. 
The  quilts  will  be  used  by  residents  of  Brantley's  alcohol  and  drug 
treatment  program.  (Photo  by  Carl  M.  White) 


Smith,  (1 


Mountain  Top  Conferences  ^ 
presents  the  1997 

^Adnlt 


"Only  God  can  melt  a  cold, 
angry  heart  like  that,"  Bennett 
said. 

Helping  God  melt  cold  and 
angry  hearts  is  the  ministry  of 
Bennett  and  the  Brantley  Center. 

Bennett  is  a  native  of 
Kokomo.  She  grew  up  in 
Magees  Creek  Church  in  Wal¬ 
thall  Association. 

While  in  college,  Bennett  did 
an  internship  at  a  state  mental 
hospital,  but  she  found  some¬ 
thing  was  missing  in  her  work. 

"I  was  able  to  help  meet 
their  mental  and  emotional 
needs,  but  not  their  spiritual 
needs,"  she  said. 

After  graduating  from  the 
UniversiW  of  Southern  Missis¬ 
sippi  with  a  degree  in  psychol¬ 
ogy,  Bennett  began  studies  in 
the  counseling  program  at  New 


at  the  ^^rand  invention 

Renter  in  Pigeon  Forge,  tn 

minjstry  of  phil  waldrep  evangelistic  association 
Featuring  these  Patriot  Guests: 

#1  -  September  29  -  October  2  •  with  dan  quayle! 
#2  -  October  27  -  October  30  •  with  Barbara  bushi 
#3  -  November  3*^-  November  6  •  with  paul  harveyi 


SEE  THE  GREAT  PASSION  PLAY 

in  Eureka  Sprin«,  Ark.  Super  $33 
Group  Pitt.  incluOM  the  bert  ($14.50) 
Tickets,  Mus  fun,  lodgi^  and  meals. 
Our  25m  year  of  Christian  service! 
KELLER'S  COUNTRY  DORM 
(501)  253-8418 


OONFfltmCB 


Church  Buses 
Rental  Buses 

(New  and  Used) 

•We  buy  used  buses 
•Guaranteed  buy-back  program 

Carpenter  Bus  Sales.  Inc. 
Brentwood,  Tenn. 
1-(800)-370-6180 
1-(615)-376-2287 


Available  in  20  ft.  to  33  ft.  models 
(12  to  38  Passenger) 
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TLW  welcomed  on  high  school  campuses 


MOUNT  JULIET,  Tenn.  (BP) 
—  Rachel  Shepard  cind  Kristin 
Gardner  are  not  afraid  to  take  a 
stand  for  God. 

In  fact,  the  two  16-year-olds 
are  bold  enough  fo  stake  out  a 
table  in  their  high  school  cafete¬ 
ria  and  publicly  encourage  fel¬ 
low  students  to  remain  sexually 
pure  until  marriage. 

Shepard  and  Gardner  were 
the  driving  forces  behind 
the  "True  Love  Waits 
Goes  Campus" 
campaign  at 


Mount  Juliet 
High  School 
in  Mount 
Juliet,  Tenn.  • 

The 
"Goes 
Campus 
"campaign 
is  part  of  me 
first  year  of  a 
national  effort 
to  display  True 
Love  Waits  cards 
on  high  school  cind 
college  campuses  on 
Valentine's  Day. 

This  year,  Shepard  and 
Gardner  and  other  members  of 
Mount  Juliet's  Young  Men  and 
Women  for  Jesus  group  — 
which  meets  daily  at  me  school 
30  minutes  before  classes  start  — 
took  their  turns  in  the  Ccifeteria 
asking  classmates  to  sign  pledge 
C£krds  vowing  to  remain  sexually 
abstinent  imtil  marriage. 

The  Christian  group,  which 
began  its  campaign  two  days 
before  Valentine's  Day,  collect¬ 
ed  nearly  200  signed  pledges  by 
Feb.  14,  the  morning  the  cards 
were  staked  into  me  groimd 
near  the  high  school's  flagpole. 

"Signing  the  commitment 
card  is  no  more  than  a  step  of 
obedience  for  me.  God  says  to 
save  sex  until  marriage,"  said 
Shepard,  who  is  a  junior  and 
member  of  First  Chuixh,  Mount 
Juliet.  "It's  not  just  a  commit¬ 


ment  to  not  have  sex,  but  to 
stay  pure  sexually." 

Gardner,  who  signed  the 
pledge  card  three  years  ago  at 
Tulip  Grove  Church  in 
Hemutage,  Term.,  where  the 
TLW  program  officially  began, 
said  her  decision  to  wait  until 
marriage  to  have  sex  can  be 
explained  just  as  simply;  "God 
told  me  to  wait." 

The  teens  say  they  are 
not  afraid  of  being 


taunted  by  fel¬ 
low  students 
for  taking  a 
stand  for 
God  and 
against 
premarital 
sex. 

"I  love 
telling 
people 
^out  True 
Love  Waite," 
%epard  said; 
"Anytime  you 
take  a  strong 
.stand  for  something, 
people  respect  you." 
r\d  mie  Love  Waite,  an  intema- 
of  tional  campaign  designed  to 
nd  challenge  teenagers  ana  college 

—  students  to  remain  sexually 
x)l  abstinent  until  marriage,  was 

—  launched  by  the  Baptist  Sunday 
ria  School  Eloard  in  April  1993. 

Ige  The  first  national  True  Love 
fly  Waits  raljy  was  held  in 
Washington  in  July  1994. 
ich  The  second  rally  —  where 
lys  the  "Goes  Campus"  campaign 
ict-  was  laxmched  —  was  hwd  m 
by  Atlanta  in  Februa^  19%. 
rds  A  total  of  350,000  sigried 
nd  cards  were  displayed  during 
le.  the  "Goes  Campus''  kickoff  last 


In  heading  the  "True  Love 
Waite  Goes  Campus"  campaign 
at  their  school,  Shepard  and 
Gardner  said  they  were  fortu¬ 


nate  because  they  had  the  sup¬ 
port  of  Christian  principals  and 
teachers. 

Some  students  in  Milwaukee 
however,  weren't  so  lucky. 

According  to  a  news  release 
from  Liberty  Counsel,  a 
Florida-based  religious  civil  lib¬ 
erties  education  and  legal 
defense  organization,  students 
in  the  Christian  Fellowship 
club  at  a  Milwaukee  hign 
school  filed  a  lawsuit  against 
the  school  and  the  school  dis¬ 
trict  for  being  denied  the  right 
to  display  pledge  cards  or  make 
annoimcements  about  the  cam¬ 
paign  over  the  intercom. 

Tne  lawsuit  claims  censorship 
and  violation  of  First  Amend¬ 
ment  rights  to  free  speech  and 
the  federal  Equal  Access  Act. 

A  federal  judge  subsequently 
issued  an  emergency  restraining 
order  requiring  the  school  to 
allow  "Goes  Campus"  publicity, 
r  -  The  1997  "CJoes  Campus" 
campaign  "is  only  the  begirming 
of  wnat  we  see  as  being  an  annu¬ 
al  event  on  school  cind  college 
canrmuses,"  said  Jimmy  Hester, 
^okesman  for  the  Sunday 
S^ool  Bocird's  TLW  movement. 

Hester  predicted  "many 
more  students  will  be  involved 
in  the  1998  campaign  because 
of  what  they  saw  nappen  at 
their  school  in  1997. 

"Youth  groups  under  the 
leadership  of  ministers  of  youth 
will  be  more  proactive  next  year 
because  of  vimat  they  observed 
and  experienced  this  year." 

An  adeqmte  record-keeping 
system  for  me  number  of  young 
people  who  have  signed  True 
Love  Waite  cards  has  not  been 
discovered,  acknowledged  Hes¬ 
ter,  who  said  he  does  know  that_ 
about  SOO/XX)  pledge  cards  were 
mailed  to  churdies  and  Christian 
groups  Feb.  1996-January  1997. 


Additionally,  represCTitatives 
from  churches  and  youth  organi¬ 
zations  participating  in  the 
"Goes  Campus'^  campaign  may 
record  the  number  of  pledge 
cards  their  group  collected  cm  the 
Home  Mission  Board's  youth 
evangelism  site  at: 

http://umfw.youthevattgelism.com 

Hester  said  he  believes  the 
trend  toward  sexual  abstinence 
will  continue  to  grow  and 
become  the  standard  for  young 
people  in  America. 

He  added,  "I  believe  we  are 
going  to  wimess  a  reversal  in 
trends  related  to  sexual  activity, 
teenage  pregnancy,  and  sexual¬ 
ly  transmitted  diseases. 

"true  Love  Waite  displays  on 
campuses  will  serve  as  a 
remmder  to  adults  that  today's 
young  people  can  make  wise 
decisions  when  given  the 
opportunity  and  choice  to  adopt 
and  live  by  God's  standards." 


World  Changers  proceeds 


ENCOURAGING  ABSTINENCE  —  Rachel  Shepard  (sitting,  left) 
and  Kristin  Gardner  (sitting,  foreground)  oversee  the  'True  Love  Waits 
Goes  Campus"  signup  in  meir  school  cafeteria  as  several  students  visit 
the  booth  to  ask  questions  and  sign  pledge  cards.  Shepard  and  Gardner 
were  the  driving  forces  behind  the  “True  Love  Waits  Goes  Campus" 
campaign  at  Mt.  Juliet  High  School,  Mt.  Juliet,  Tenn.,  which  culmiriat- 
ed  on  Valentine's  Day.  Nearly  200  Mt.  Juliet  students  signed  pledge 
cards.  The  "Goes  Campus"  campaign  is  part  of  a  continuing  national 
effort  to  display  True  Love  Waits  cards  on  high  school  and  college  cam¬ 
puses  on  Valentine's  Day  each  year.  (BP  photo  by  Jim  Veneman) 


MEMPHIS,  Tenn.  (BP)  —  As 
World  Changers  gears  up  for 
another  year  of  missions  pro¬ 
jects,  it  also  is  gearing  up  for  a 
transition  into  the  North 
American  Mission  Board 
(NAMB)  and  anticipating  a 
bright  future  in  missions  edu¬ 
cation  and  involvement. 

,  A  ministry  of  the 
Brotherhood  Commission, 
World  Changers  offers  youth 
and  adults  an  opportunity  to 
participate  in  coeducational 
missions  projects  including 
hands-on  involvement  in  home 
construction  and  renovation 
through  its  World  Changers 
prmecte. 

It  also  provides  involvement 
in  inner-city  ministries  and 
paint  projects  through  the 
World  Tour  option. 

Participants  in  both  learn 
about  missions  firsthand  by 
becoming  personally  involved 
in  ministering  to  the  physical 
and  spiritual  needs  of  others. 

With  registration  for  1997 
World  Changers  and  World  Tour 
prefects  under  way,  many  have 
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been  asking,  "What  will  happen 
to  World  Changers  in  the 
future?" 

Now  that  the  organizational 
structure  of  the  NAMB  has  been 
determined,  this  question  has 
been  addressed. 

Since  its  beginning  in  1990, 
World  Changers  has  touched 
countless  lives  and  involved 
more  than  30,000  young  people 
and  adults  in  more  than  100 
projects  both  stateside  and 
abroad. 

What  began  as  a  senior  high 
work  project  in  Briceville, 
Tenn.,  with  137  youth  and  adult 
participants  has  expanded  to 
include  projects  for  junior  high 
youth,  college  students,  sin^e 
adults,  and  senior  adults. 

This  year  World  Changers  is 
offering  43  projects  covering  14 
states,  32  aties,  and  four  for¬ 
eign  countries. 

For  registration  information 
about  World  Changers  or 
World  Tour  projects,  write 
World  Changers,  1548  Poplar 
Ave.,  Memphis,  TN  38104,  or 
call  (901)  2*-2461. 
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STAKING  THE  PLEDGE  — 
Kristin  Gardner,  left,  and  Chris 
Maloney,  stake  True  Love 
Waits  pl^ge  cards  in  front  of 
their  school  during  the  early 
morning  hours  of  Valentine's 
Day.  Members  of  the  Southern 
Baptist  Sunday  School  Board's 
True  Love  Waits  advisory  team 
set  a  goal  of  displaying  pledge 
cards  on  all  56,000  school 
campuses  in  America  by 
Valentine's  Day,  1997.  (BP 
photo  by  Jim  Veneman) 


Bibliocipher 

By  Charles  Marx 
copyright  1997 


UJQ  QMWQ  NH  XWN 

YDRV  QMWQ  QMH  IRD 
RP  XWD  MWQM  GRVHO 
JGRD  HWOQM  QR 

PROECKH  ICDI,  (MH 

IWCB  JDQR  QMH  ICZY 
RP  QMH  GWAIN,)  C  IWN 
JDQR  QMHH,  WOCIH, 
WDB  QWYH  JG  QMN 

ZRJZM,  WDB  ER  CDQR 

QMCDH  MRJIH. 

AJYH  PCKH; 
QVHDQN-PRJO 

Clue:  Z  equals  C 

Have  fun  with  cryptography  and 
exercise  your  Bible  knowledge.  A 
King  lames  Version  Bible  verse 
has  been  encoded  by  letter  sub¬ 
stitution.  The  same  letter  is  substi¬ 
tuted  throughout  the  puzzle. 
Solve  by  trial  and  error.  Answer  to 
last  week's  puzzle:  John  Eight 
Twenty-Four. 


Prayer  call  issued  for  home  missionaries 


Start  Something  New 


Church  Starting 

(of  IP'fM^^drr 
for 

Home  Missions 


March  2-9 


By  Lynne  Jones 

SbC  Home  Mission  Board _ 

Nearly  5,000  Southern 
Barpftists  serve  as  home  mission¬ 
aries  in  all  50  states,  the 
Caribbean,  American  Samoa, 
Guam  and  Canada. 

By  feeding  the  hungry, 
equipping  lay  people,  plan ti^ 
churches,  starting  AIDS  min¬ 
istries,  and  so  much  more,  these 
men  and  women  demonstrate 
Christ's  love  on  the  home  mis¬ 
sion  field. 

Thev  are  ordinary  people. 
They  fiave  names.  Tney  have 
families.  They  have  needs. 


iv. 

.va  B 


HITTING  THE  ROAD  — 
Fred  and  Lavada  Loper  pack 
their  car  for  a  trip  to  Los 
Angeles.  The  Lopers,  medical 
missions  missionaries  in 
Oklahoma  City,  Okla.,  encour¬ 
age  Southern  Baptists  to 
include  medical  ministries  in 
their  community  outreach. 
(HMB  hoto  by  Don  Rutledge) 


MASHVSX^ 'Rm  (BP)  —  dents^  JndMM 
Shares*' a  video-  25W' 
tapt  damned  to  iidroducs  #  h 
SoMiban  Mptisti  to  indivkhial  Wirtaon  iniwhi 
mjiBkxuines  si^^p<ated  by  bus  aod 


stag  wmoM  oenwniwn  mwiwb 

Ibe  12.5-itlldGile  Video  was 
npiduiced  by  die  Stewardship 
Cqmi«ton'8  Coo|)«rative 
Oft  in  cooperation 
die  Home  and  Foreign 
Mission  boards. 

Video  viewers  are  intro¬ 
duced  to  missionaries  who 
share  Christ's  love  and  message 
of  salvation  in  such  places  as; 

♦  Brazil,  where  Karen  Grey 
ministers  to  AIDS  patients. 

♦  Boston,  Mflss.,  where  Betsy 
Draper  mudsters  to  college  stu- 


Through  Woman's  Mission¬ 
ary  Union,  Southern  Baptists  set 
aside  one  week  each  year  to  pray 
for  and  financially  support  home 
missionaries  throi^  the  Annie 
Armstrong  Easter  Offering. 

The  Week  of  Prayer  for 
Home  Missions  is  March  2-^>, 
and  eight  missionaries  are  fea¬ 
tured  ror  prayer  support.  Their 
specific  needs  are  listed  below. 

Day  One 

Deai$  and  Nadine  Blankenship 
Thome  Bay,  Alaska 
The  Blankenships  request 
prayer  for  Alaskans  to  realize 
their  need  for  Christ;  victory 
over  demonic  oppression; 
finances  to  build  a  church  in 
Thome  Bay;  Coffman  Cove 


mission  to  constitute  as  a 
church;  and  protection  for  the 
Blankenships  and  finances  for 
them  to  build  a  house. 

Day  Two 
Lora  Smith 
Cleveland,  Ohio 
Smith  began  the  Ministry 
Training  Institute  at  Ohio's 
Greater  Cleveland  Baptist 
Association. 

Pray  for  the  Ministry 
Training  Institute  as  a  resource 
for  locating  God's  servants; 
doors  to  open  for  sharing  the 
gospel;  new  ways  for  the 
churches  to  evangelize  and 
teach  new  believers;  and  bold¬ 
ness  of  lay  leaders. 


Ignatius  and  Nena  Meimaris 
Boston,  Massachusetts 
The  Meimarises  ask  for 
prayer  for  God  to  provide  an 
associational  youth  ministries 
coordinator. 

They  also  need  prayer  for 
new  work  starting  among 
Hispanics,  Asian  Indians,  and 
Southeast  Asians;  volunteers 
for  church  development;  the 
new  laiw  training  institute;  the 

foal  of  Z5  college  ministries  by 
001;  and  a  new  24-hour  prayer 
network  among  churches. 

Day  4 

Joe  and  Ermarine  Todd 
Milwaukee,  Wisconsin 
For  12  years,  Joe  Todd  has 

gastored  Ephesians  Missionary 
aptist  Church. 

Pray  for  continued  growth 
for  the  church  and  its  ministries 
to  area  residents. 

Day  5 

Steve  and  Karen  Scudder 
Salt  Lake  City,  Utah 
Touching  thousands  of  lives 
each  year,  the  Scudders  have 
started  two  ethnic  churches 
and  run  a  Baptist  Concern 
Center  in  Salt  Laxe  City. 

Pray  for  their  role  «is  parents 
to  Benjamin  and  Joel;  that  diey 


■i 


PARTNERS  IN  PRAYER  — Charlean  Hughes  (left)  prays  with  Lyn 
Bright,  Baptist  Student  Union  director  at  Portland  State  University. 
HughK  works  through  the  Northwest  Baptist  Convention  training  and 
supervising  summer  and  semester  missionaries.  Her  husband,  Wes,  is 
associate  pastor  of  Chehalem  Valley  Baptist  Church  and  is  campus  min¬ 
istries  director  for  George  Fox  University.  (HMB  photo  by  Don  Rutledge) 


will  continue  to  win  Mormons 
to  Christ;  new  ministry  starts; 
three  needed  literacy  missions 
sites;  <md  volunteers  for  chil- 
dren/youth  work. 

Day  6 

Doug  Chanco 
Savannah,  Georgia 
Chanco  starts  and  multiplies 
new  ethnic  churches. 

Pray  for  pastors  for  new 
Laotian  and  Asian  Indian  mis¬ 
sions;  Filipino  missions  to 
begin  in  Brunswick  and 
Mmedgeville,  Ga.;  and  Chanco 
as  he  greets  the  world  on 
Savarm^'s  shores  as  a  sea¬ 
man's  minister. 

Day? 

Fred  and  Lavada  Lover 
Oklahoma  City,  Oklanoma 
The  Lopers  are  Southern 
Baptists'  only  national  medical 
missionaries. 

Pray  for  time  for  the  Lopers 


to  learn  Spanish;  resources  to 
reconstruct  their  older  home; 
and  continued  interest  in  med¬ 
ical  needs  among  Baptists. 

Day  8 

Wes  and  Charlean  Hughes 
Newberg,  Oregon 

Through  Chehalem  Valley 
Baptist  Church,  the  Hughes 
minister  to  students  at  nearby 
George  Fox  University. 

Pray  for  student  led  min¬ 
istries;  stronger  worship  and 
education  ministries  at 
Chehalem  Valley;  and  students 
who  will  choose  God-ordained 
vocations. 

Home  missionaries  are  ordinary 
people.  They  get  tired  and  discour¬ 
aged  just  liKe  anyone  else.  With 
prayer  suyport  and  financial 
attention,  these  ordinary  men  and 
women  can  seek  out  and  find 
extraordinary  zvays  to  share  the 
gospel  of  Jesus  Christ. 


nop* 

tim*  for  vioiqnfe 

iTBflRNMnb  WIOTV  rialCitg 
and  Joyce  Wdnti  have  labored 
far  30  yee»  to  hdp  poor  farmos 
improve  the  soil,  vtar  oops  and 
thm  lives  as  tfiey  dee  out  a  living 
(m  small  plots  erf  eroded  land. 

As  part  of  the  Southern 
B^tist  Convention  (SBC) 
"Covenant  for  a  New  Century" 
restructuring,  CP  promohon 
will  -be  moved  from  the 
Stewardship  Commission, 
which  is  scheduled  to  be  abol- 


ImBBOrn 

diiactor  ol<7zcteiem  and 
Aualfay  vice  piesidwit  of 
promotkm  far  the  Stewardship 
Commission,  will  serve  as 
director  of  CPpromotkm. 

Copies  of  '*A  Mission  You 
Share*'  videotape  in  1/2-inch 
VHS  format  can  be  ordered  for 
$7  each  (plus  shipping  and 
handling)  from  the 
Cooperative  Program  Promo¬ 
tion  Office,  901  Commerce 
Street,  Nashville,  TN  37203. 
Phone  orders  can  be  placed  by 
calling  (800)  722-9407. 


SERVING  THE  NEEDY  —  The  Baptist  Concern  Center  in  Salt  Lake 
City  provided  food  for  190  families  in  September  1996.  The  center 
began  in  the  1 970s  and  serves  mostly  Asian  and  Russian  immigrants  in 
the  Salt  Lake  area.  Steve  Scudder  (left),  director  of  the  center,  gets  a  lit¬ 
tle  supervision  from  a  center  resident.  (HMBThoto  by  Don  Rutledge) 


BAmsT  Rfcc'RD 


February  27, 1997 


Mdtthew  10:27  NAS 


What  I  tell  you  in  the  darkness,  speak  in  the  light;  and  what  you  h^ar  whispered  in  your  ear,  proclaim  upon  the 
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Staff  Retreax 
April  m 


Rawada  inn,  T vpeh 


Jerri  Herring  -  consultant  ditS  the  ^ptisx  SunJaiY  School  ^oard 
Jim  Butler  -  pastor  at  the  T riniti  Baptist  Church  in 

Southa¥en,kliss, 

^erry  Peak  “  minister  of  education  at  the  C/ermantodn  Baptist 

Church  in  Crermantodn,  T enn. ' 

Sponsored  by  the  Sunday  School  Department 
^  the  Ithississippi  Baptist  Convention  Board 


The  Conference  starts  at  /  psn.  on  Thursday 
and  ends  noon  on  pridOi.  There  dill  be  no 
Cost  for  the  Conference  but  room  prices  at 
the  Ramada  inn  are  $W  for  single  occupancy 
and  for  double  occupancy.  Please  make 
your  reservations  directs  dith  the  hotel  by 
can  ins  To  make  reservations 

for  the  conference,  pease  compete  the  ^ 
conference  reservation  form  and 
mail  to  the  Hississipp  Baptist 
Sunday  School  jyepartmen^^^gBB^^^^^ 


Church  Staff  Retreat  Conference  Reservation 
Sunday  School  department 


Name* 


Church  Name  and  Pos/t/an  Held* _ 

day  T /me  phone  Number* _ _ 

□  I  dould  be  /nterested  /n  an  early  b/rd  salf  tournament  on  Thursday  morn/ns. 


Corrections  To  1 996  Cooperative 
Program  Contributions 

In  the  January  30,  1997  issue  of  Housetops, 
the  following  errors  were  made  in  the  reporting  of 
contributions  to  the  Lord's  work  for  calendar  year 
1 996  as  processed  by  the  Business  Office  of  the 
Mississippi  Baptist  Convention  Board. 

The  name  of  Fentress  Baptist  Church, 
Choctaw  Association,  was  inadvertently  omitted. 
The  1 996  gifts  for  Fentress  were  correctly  reported  - 
$1,755  to  the  Cooperative  Program,  $200  to  Home 
Missions,  $285  to  Foreign  Missions,  $165  to  State 
Missions,  and  $1 20  to  other  designated  gifts  for  a 
total  of  $2,525. 

St.  Matthew  Baptist  Church,  church  number 
999-022,  gave  $250  to  the  Cooperative  Program  in 
1996.  This  gift  was  included  in  the  miscellaneous 
designation  group  (999-999)  rather  than  listed 
separately. 


Mississippi  B^tist 

CHURCH  MUSIC  CONFE 


Gulfshore  Baptist  Assembly 
M^n\  11-12, 1997 
4  p.m.,  Friday  -  noon,  Satiu-day 

Cost:  S50  -  lodging,  3  meals;  335  —  meals  only;  320  -  no  meals,  no  Icxlging 

Limited  rooms  are  available  on  a  flrst-eome-first-served  basis. 

Full  refunds  tmtll  March  11  (transferable  registrations  only  thereafter). 

Mail  to:  WMU  Conferee,  Gulfshore  Baptist  Assembly,  100  First  Street,  Pass  Christian,  MS  39571 

Registration 

('hurch/ Association _ _ Phone _ 

('ontact  Person _ _ _ IPhone _ 


Address, 
CitA’ _ 


State 


\o.  of  women 


X  cost  |>er  ixrrson 


total  enclosed  3 


^or  more  injormolion,  caff  ifie 
Church  y\<fministration/^astoraf  <Mjuislr5es 
'^Department  at  1-800-748-1651. 


01  me  jor 
'^Extravagance. . . . 
ejn  <AVorship, 


Mississippi  Cgaptist 
I^cretarics 
(^onjerence 


>^rif  7  8 


Garavwp 
Clinton,  M^ss. 


To  equip  Sunday  School  and  other  Bible  study  leaders  and  teachers 
to  reach  with  a  vision  for  fulfilling  God's  mission  in  the  world. 

Each  person  will  be  trained  to  facilitate  a  training 
session  back  in  his/her  church. 

Teaching  With  Vision  is  for  General  Sunday  School  leaders,  including 
pastor/staft,  Sunday  School  director;  adult,  youth,  children, 
preschool  teachers/department  leaders. 


April  5 

Calvary  Baptist  Church,  Tupelo 

First  Baptist  Church,  Holly  Springs  *■ 

N.  Greenwood  Baptist  Church,  Greenwood 

April  12 

Fairview  Baptist  Church,  Columbus 

Poplar  Springs  Drive  Baptist  Church,  Meridian 
/Mta  Woods  Baptist  Church,  Jackson 

April  19 

First  Baptist  Church,  McComb 

First  Baptist  Church,  Hattiesburg 

First  Baptist  Church,  Gulfport 


State  and  National  Sunday  School  leaders 


Ann  Edwards 


David  Apple 


Darrell  Vandergriff 


Speciai  Rf.SOt.,  ‘  -I 


Teaching  With  Vision  resources  for  interactive  learning  will  be  provided  free 
for  churches  who  schedule  a  Teaching  With  Vision  Workshop  in 
their  church  following  the  regional  training. 


Cutting  Edge! 


Teaching  With  Vision  is  not  the  usual  training.  New  resources  and 
approaches  which  can  multiply  training  and  create  a  new 
sense  of  purpose  and  mission  in  Bible  study  will  be  provided. 


NO  REGISTRATION  NECESSARY  ■  NO  COST 


WOMAN'S  WEEKENDERS 

79^  June  26-30 J  997 

Ridgecrest  Baptist  Conference  Center 
u  Ridgecrest,  North  Carolina 

Cost:  $289  (covers  transportation  on  motorcoach, 
two  nights  lodging  at  Holiday  Inn,  and 
your  room  and  board  at  Ridgecrest) 

The  weekender,  for  women  only,  will  provide  three  special  days  of  Bible 
study,  prayer,  ministry  ideas,  personal  spiritual  growth  conferences,  mis¬ 
sions  encounters,  music,  and  fellowship.  Featured  guests  will  include 


Christian  music  artist  Karla  Worley,  author  and  speaker  Barbara  Joiner, 
and  popular  speaker  and  writer  Rhonda  Kelley. 

To  reserve  your  place  at  this  first  ever  Woman’s  Weekender,  your  name 
and  a  $100  deposit  is  due  by  April  1,  1997. 

For  more  information,  contact  Jan  Cossitt  in  the  WMCJ  office  at  968-3800 
or  1-800-748-1651. 


Southern 


Mississippi  Acteens  CoNVEmiON 


Hand  In 


Saturdag,  March  22,  1997 
2  p.m.  -  6  p.m. 

Pearl  River  Associafioa  Lodge, 
near  Poplarville,  Miss. 

Featuring: 

Kindred  Heart,  music  team 
Mike  Williams,  comedian  from 

Lakeland,  Fla. 
1  Door  Prizes 

I  Refreshments 

"  u  I  Bar-B-Que  supper 


Ramada  Inn  (Convention  Center 
Tupelo,  Miss. 

April  18-19, 1997 

Special  Guests 

^  Russell  &  Melinda  Kyzar,  missionaries 
^  Jan  Turrentine,  editor  of  Acceiif 
^  “Fishermen,”  Mississippi  State  BSU  musicians 

Register  by  April  4  using  the  form  below: 


Kindred  Heart 


ChufclVAssociation 

Contact  Person _ 

Address  _ _ 


Mike  William.s 


Phone 


City  _ _ State _ Zip _ 

Please  attach  a  list  with  names  of  girls  and  leaders  attending 

No.  of  Acteens/Leaders _ x  $25/person  =  Total  enclosed  $ _ 

(Fee  includes  program  fee,  room  and  one  meal.)  ' 

Mail  check  made  payable  to  WMU  to: 

MAC,  WMU 
P.  0.  Box  530 
Jackson,  MS  39205-0530 


CX)ST: 

$5  by  Wedne.sday,  March  19,  or  $7  at  the  door. 

Make  check  payable  to  Pearl  River  Baptist 
Association  and  mail  to  Southern  Singles  Riilly, 
1376  McNeill-Steep  Hollow  Road,  Carriere,  MS 
39426.  For  more  information,  call  601-798- 

2372. 


HiCA....  February  28-March  1 3,  1 997 

Prayer  Ministry  Office  •  P.  O.  Box  530  •  Jackson,  MS  39205-0530  •  Phone  968-3800,  Ext.  3904  •  Mississippi  PrayerLine  1-800-787-PRAY 


'Tn^fcr  ma^f  be  ^efine't  as  "the  act  of  asking  for  a  fav’or  With  earaestaess'i'Webster^.  Intercession  ma^ 
be  hefine^  as  'l*  I  eating  in  fai^or  of  another'i'W'eifsCer).  '^Peter  '\X}a^ner.  in  his  book  'Warfare  'Prayer,  sa^s. 
"'We  use  the  terms  interchangeably.  'fioWev'er.  technically  they  are  v'ery  different.  'Prayer  generally 
means  sj*eakin^.  to  rcifuest.  to  talk,  to  commune,  to  felloWshi/>.  to  offer  ftetition.  an't  sujtftlication. 
Intercession  on  the  other  hanb  means  coming  to  ^ob  on  the  behalf  of  another.  ’ 


For  Season  of  Prayer  for 
Home  Missions,  sponsored 
by  WMU. 

Pray  for  Calvary  Baptist 
Church,  an  international, 
English-language  church  in 
Bangkok,  Tnailand.  There 
are  12  different  nationalities 
in  the  congregation.  Pray 
that  Cod  will  direct  and 
empower  the  outreach  of 
Calvary  and  use  it  as  an 
instrument  to  help  many  find 
Him. 

In  West  Africa  so  many  peo¬ 
ple  are  dying  as  a  result  of  a 
meningitis  outbreak. 

Although  the  authorities  are 
vaccinating  and  treating  this 
problem,  the  tide  has  not  yet 
turned.  Pray  especially  for 
missionaries  in  Togo  as  they 
face  this  overwhelming  situa¬ 
tion  that  only  God  can  bring 
under  control. 

Thank  God  f<K  the  many  peas¬ 
ants  in  Jixian  (protxMinced 
*gee-sh^ahn)  County  in  China 
who  have  recerttly  b^ome 
believers.  Pray  for  daily  growth 
in  their  faith  and  that  they  will 
be  firmly  grounded  in  the  Lord 
and  fruitful  in  multiplying  wit¬ 
ness.  Ask  the  Laid  for  new 
churches  to  be  planted  in  Jixian 
County  in  1997. 

There  is  no  Scripture  in  the 
language  of  over  1 00  peo¬ 
ple  groups  in  Chad.  Pray 
that  this  number  will  steadi¬ 
ly  decrease  as  Christians 
meet  this  need. 

Please  continue  to  pray  for 
God's  will  to  be  dorte  con¬ 
cerning  the  work  permits 
for  the  missionary  person¬ 
nel  in  Barbados,  Winward 
Islands,  which  need  to  be 
renewed  regularly. 

Please  pray  for  Miyuki,  a  new 
believer  in  lapan  who  has  termi¬ 
nal  cancer.  Her  father  was  told 
she  had  cancer,  went  out  and 
got  drunk,  then  returned  to  beat 
Miyuki,  her  sister  and  mother. 
Because  of  Miyuki 's  testimony, 
her  sister  and  irKtther  have 
recently  believed  in  Christ.  Pray 
that  God  mishl  heal  Miyuki  if 
that  is  His  will.  Pray  that  her 
father  will  come  to  know  Christ. 

Missionaries  Frank  and 

Dede  Trotter  ask  your  con¬ 
tinued  prayer  for  their 
learning  of  tite  Zulu  lan¬ 
guage  in  South  Africa. 

For  Mississippi  Baptist 
Church  Music  Conference, 
March  6-7;  Calvary  BC, 
Tupelo;  noon,  6th-1 1 :30 
am,  7th,  sponsored  by 
Church  Music  Department. 


The  "New  Age"  movement  is 
nothing  but  MUn's  "OW  Age' 
ruse.  "New  Agers"  are  dupM 
into  believing  the  lies  of  the 
devil  that  they  must  look  into 
themselves  and  finally  realize 
they  are  'apds.*  What  a  shoddy 
subiuitute  m  real  Christianity! 
Pray  for  thoce  who  are  led 
astray  fromihp  truths  of  God's 
Word. 


For  the  Singles  Rally; 
Northpark  mall;  10  pm-mid- 
night,  sponsored  by  Dis- 
cipleship  &  Family  Ministry 
Department.  Christian 
Performing  Arts  Festival; 
Woodland  Hills  BC, 

Jackson;  6  pm,  28th-3  pm, 
March  1  st,  sponsored  by 
Discipleship  artd  Family 
Ministry  Department. 


For  CA  Mother/Daughter 
Overnight;  Camp  Garaywa; 
5  pm,  7th-noon,  8th,  spon¬ 
sored  by  WMU. 


For  Young  Ringers  Festival; 
FBC,  Brandon;  10  am-3 
pm,  sponsored  by  Church 
Music  Department. 


For  Church  Weekday 
Education  Clinic;  FBC, 
Oxford;  9  am-3  ptn,  sport- 
sored  by  Discipleship  & 
Family  Ministry  Department. 
For  State  VBS  training;  FBC, 
Tupelo/FBC,  BrandorvFBC, 
Hattiesburg  9  am-l  2:30  pm, 
sponsored^y  the  Sunday 
^hool  Department. 


STATE  YOUTH  CHOIR 


First  Baptist  Church  ,  Madison 
March  21-22,  1997 


For  7th- 12th 
Graders 

Schedule 

Friday,  March  21 

6:30  p.m.  Registration 
7:00  p.m.  Festival  Begins 

Saturday,  March  22 

9:00  a.m.  Mass  Rehearsal 
1:00  p.m.  Dismiss 


Deadline  for  registration  is  March  15,  1997.  For  more  informa¬ 
tion,  call  the  Church  Music  Department  at  1-800-748-1651. 


Mii«ir25(  Ermnariuel  BC.<|Sfiada 
1^,  Uicsedale 

Itanes  fiar  all  GOnfefiences  Witt  be  paa. 
No  rts^tration  required. 


S— day  SchesI  ieadeis  ofi 

Preschoolers 

OwXNtEN 

Youih 

AOW.TS 

as  wcB  as  foR 

Sunday  School  General  Officers 
Pastors 

Come  be  a  part  of  this  exciting  conference  as  we  iook  at  the 
wonderful  work  that  , can  be  accomplished  through  Surxiay 

School. 

Sponsored  by  the  Sunday  School  Department 
of  the  Mbsbsppi  Baptist  Convention  Board.  . 

P.O.  Bok  S30.  Jackson.  MS  39205. 

96B-3800  (In  laefcson)  or  toll  free  800-748- 1651  « 

Con^xiSefve  e-mall:  70423.151 
www2Jnlsnet.com/~ssmbcb 

*Cenenlly  chuniHss  with  tn  enrollment  of  ISO  or  less 
If  you  do, not  quite  IH  Into  this  category,  come  on. 

We  would  love  to  have  you  be  a  part  of  Ms  conference. 


The  best  opportunty  I've  found  in 
50  years  to  earn  money  and  enjoy 
my  work.  Perhaps  you  can  also. 
Let's  talk  about  it. 

Call  Free:  1-800-708-6237 


All  Sizes 

Sales  and  Rentals 


Church  Buses 

#1  Manufacturer 
Competitive  Pricing 

Southeastern  Bus  Co. 

Clinton,  MS 
1-800-423-9826 
1-601-924-1982 


COLLECTING  SOUP  LABELS 


Letters  to  the  editor  ^ 


Unsigned  letters  will  not  be  print¬ 
ed.  No  multi-copy  or  form  letters 
will  be  used. 


Each  correspondent  must  include 
an  address  and  telephone  number 
for  verification.  In  special 
instances,  name  may  be  withheld 
at  writer's  request  and  editor's 
discretion. 


Please  include  the  name  of  coop¬ 
erating  Mississippi  Baptist  church 
where  correspondent  is  a  mem¬ 
ber.  (While  church  membership  is 
not  required,  Mississippi  Elaptists' 
letters  will  receive  priority  when 
space  is  limited.) 


Letters  must  be  limited  to  250 
words.  All  correspondence  is  sub¬ 
ject  to  editing. 


Correspondents  should  refrain 
from  personal  attacks. 


No  more  than  one  letter  from  any 
individual  will  be  printed  during 
a  three-month  period. 


When  in  the  judgement  of  the 
editor  a  given  issue  has  received 
sufficient  attention,  correspon¬ 
dence  dealing  with  it  will  no 
longer  be  published  and  a  notice 
will  be  printed  to  that  effect. 


Editor: 

My  ricime  is  Debbie  Wohler 
and  I  serve  as  a  Home 
Missionary  for  Southern 
Baptists  in  Tahoe  City,  Calif. 

I  am  featured  in  the  February 
issue  of  "Missions  Mosaic" 


DIXIE  CHURCH  NOTES  75TH 
Editor: 

Dixie  Church,  Hattiesburg, 
will  celebrate  its  75th  anniver¬ 
sary  in  April.  If  you  know  the 
names  and  addresses  of  any 
charter  members  or  their  fami¬ 
lies,  this  information  is  needed 
immediately. 

- ,  Also,4£.*you  have  access  to 
any  organizational  dates  of 
classes  or  programs;  names  of 
original  teachers  and  mem¬ 
bers;  or  any  pictures  or  news 
clippings  of  anything  regard¬ 
ing  Dixie  Church  please  con¬ 
tact  the  church  at  111  Dixie 
Church  Road.  Hattiesburg,  MS 


39401,  (601)  583-9392.  We  plan 
to  have  displays  on  every 
phase  of  the  church's  life,  and 
the  progression  and  develop¬ 
ment  of  each  department  or 
pn^am. 

Ifetty  Jones,  secretary 
Lebanon  Association 
Hattiesburg  * 


WRONG  ABOUT  PK 

Editor: 

When  I  received  my  copy  of 
"The  Baptist  Record"  dated  Jan. 
16,  and  read  the  "Letters  to  the 
Editor,"  I  just  about  dropped 
my  teeth. 


I  would  like  to  respond  to 
Bennett  Blanton's  assessment 
of  Promise  Keepers  (PK). 

Although  I  have  not  attend¬ 
ed  a  PK  event  I  have  read 
enough  about  them  and  talked 
to  enough  men  who  have 
attended  these  meetings  to 
know  that  they  are  not  what 
you  claim  they  are. 

(Blanton's)  letter  implies  that 
you  believe  ^e  word  ^'Baptist" 
or  more  accurately  "Southern 
Baptist"  must  be  listed  in  the 
title  for  an  organization  to  be 
"doctrinally  sound." 

The  Bible  that  I  read  does  not 
say  "For  God  so  loved 
Southern  Baptists  that  he  gave 


StgyirigWell 

. . . i . 


Mm  Ftait  ‘ 
jWilw  WrtitriHuMtMHIit 

%hen  yo^tJ^of  Baptist  ^udent  Union  ^U),  you  ordinarily  doi't  tlw^  > 
ofahci^i^l.  ButatMissi$ppptBaptistMA!dical  Center,theBSUtsan 
importint  component  of  Ba^st's  mirvstiy  of  Christian  healir^g. 

Operating  under  the  Pastord  Care  De^rtment,  arnl  funded  fiJy  through 
M6MC,  Baptist's  BSU  reaches  out  to  medical  and  nursing  studli^  at 
eralCantral  Mississippi  colleges.  BSU  provides  an  important  resouroa'fior 
Students  who  may  be  away  from  home  and  their  regular  support  systjarhs. 
Programs  such  as  weekly  Bible  studies,  studentjeadership  training,  i|ii- 
gkxjs  emphasis  week  arid  Christmas  corKerts  help  link  students  the 
supixxt  arnd  oiAreach  opportunities  they  need  to  grow  in  their  Christian 
^itih  Tlyough  such  as  working  with  the  Baptist  Children's  Village 

to  hok!  an  annual  Christinas  party,  BSU  students  provide  nr^iistry  and  com¬ 
fort  to  othem  But  it  do^'t  stop  there.  Being  located  in  aHosf^t  envi-.^ 

'  ronment  gives  studerrts  and  BSU  workers  urvque  opportunities  to  rfitrnster 
And  often,  they  find  themselves  on  tfve  receiving  e^  pfthe  blessing. 

Recerttiy  an  8-year-old  girl  was  wi^ldng  the  halls  of 'tiie  hospital,  needing 
someone  to  confide  in.  For  more  than  two  months,  her  fsSher  had  been 
hospit^sed  with  a  terminal  illness  arxJ  her  Emily's  emotion^,  financial  and 
spiritual  resources  were  strained.  A  BSU  worker  began  talldng  with  the  girl 
and  invited  her  to  several  BSU  and  hospital  events.  A  growir>g  drde  of  stu¬ 
dents  and  MBMC  employees  ministered  to  her.  Each  of  us  was  enriched 
through  the  experience.  BSU  played  a  vital  role  in  helping  the  girl  and  her 
family  prepare  for  their  loss  in  the  weeks  before  her  father's  death.  In  turn, 
we  were  all  blessed  by  her  charm  and  childlike  urfoerstanding. 

Baptist's  BSU  provides  a  hand  of  Christian  ministry  to  many  who  are  in 
need,  whether  they  are  far  away  or  right  at  home. 


UnitePStaiMlng  tfet  BtMlttt  of  Hospital-Bassd  StidMt  MtalstPin 

Call  948-MBMC  or  1-800-948-MBMC  (6262) 
hr  more  information. 


his  only  begotten  Son  that 
whosoever  believes  on  him  and 
becomes  a  Southern  Baptist 
should  not  perish  but  have 
everlasting  life." 

1  suppose  that  is  why  after  a 
lifetime  of  being  Baptist  1 
became  Presbyterian  last  year 
at  the  age  of  41. 

1  got  tired  of  hearing  how 
fundamentalist  Southern 
Baptists  know  all  the- answers 
to  everything. 

I  know  mat  you  will  dis¬ 
agree  with  all  or  most  of  what  1 
have  had  to  say. 

That's  okay.  We  can  sit  down 
and  talk  about  it  together  when 
we  both  get  to  heaven  — 
Presbyterian  to  Southern 
Baptist,  Christian  to  Christian! 
fcek  Sandridge 
Peublo,  Co. 


magetzme. 

m  that  article,  it  mentions 
how  the  mission  work  here  is  in 
need  of  a  new  15-passenger  van 
to  transport  children  to  our 
after-school  program. 

We  are  collecting  Campbell's 
soup  labeb  and  other  related 
products.  We  need  1,095,000 
labels.  At  this  CKjint  we  have 
600,000  labels! 

last  week,  three  of  oxir 
fourth-sixth  grade  boys  became 
Christians. 

So  far,  1,195  churches  (31 
churches  in  Mississippi)  and 
individuals  have  sent  labels. 

I  am  writing  to  ask  you  to 
help  us  get  the  information  out 
to  tne  people  of  your  state. 

I  know  tiiat  this  will  require 
time  and  effort  on  your  part 
and  I  thank  you  in  advance  for 
your  help. 

How  you  keep  the  people  in 
your  state  informed  makes  an 
mcredible  difference  here  on 
the  mission  field. 

Kera  up  the  good  work! 
May  God  bless  you  in  your 
place  of  ministry. 

Debbie  Wohler 

PO  Box  7452 

Tahoe  City  CA  95145 
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Stevens 


Jerry  W.  Stevens,  64,  dies 


Jerry  W.  Stevens,  64,  died 
Feb.  16  at  the  Cedars  Health 
Center  in  Tupelo  after  a  long  ill¬ 
ness.  He  was  a  member  of  First 
Church,  Saltillo. 

Services  were  held  Feb. 
18  with  Terry  Cutrer  and 
Ken  Anderson  officiating. 
Burial  was  in  the  Saltillo 
Cemetery. 

He  was  born  in 
Itawamba  County  and  had 
lived  in  Lee  County  for 
several  years,  where  he 
was  a  banker  and  an  acHve 
lay  speaker. 

Stevens,  a  disabled  minister, 
served  as  pastor  of  Midway 
Church,  Pontotoc;  First  Church, 
Nicholson;  and  Calvary 
Church,  Columbus;  and  as 
director  of  missions  for 
Winston  Association. 

Throughout  his  years  in  the 
ministry  he  received  awards, 
certificates,  and  recognition  for 
accomplishments  including 
leader^p  certificates  in  every 
area  of  service  offered  from  the 
Baptist  Sunday  School  Board. 

In  1984  he  received  the 


Mississippi  Baptist  Seminary 
Award  for  "loyal  and  dedicated 
service." 

He  received  many  degrees 
from  different  schools  includ¬ 
ing  Itawamba  Junior  College, 
the  University  of  Richmond, 
Blue  Mountain  College,  New*. 
Orleans  Seminary,  and  received 
his  doctorate  from  the  Southern 
Baptist  Center  for  Biblical 
Studies. 

He  also  attended  the  San 
Francisco  Seminary. 

Survivors  include  his  wife  of 
37  years,  Bonnie  Pierce  Stevens 
of  Saltillo;  daughters,  Sheri 
Stevens  and  her  two  daughters, 
Lauren  and  Stephanie  Price, 
and  Traci  Dobbs. 


Pleasant  HSU,  Coitotmlnis: 
March  2-5;  Sunday,  10  a.m.  and 
6  p.m.;  Mon.-Wfed.,  7  p.in.; 
Bruce  Gill,  Albany,  La,,  wan- 
gelist;  Joe  Stiyron,  Kilmioiael, 
music;  Steve  Lammons,  pastor. 

Lynn  Ray  Road,  Petal: 
March  2-5;  Sunday,  11  aan.  and 
6  p.m.;  Mon.-Wed.,  7  p.m.; 
Alan  Oeloria,  Oklahoma  Ciiy, 
Okla.,  evangelist;  Celona 
Family  Singers,  music;  Isom 
HUi,  pastor. 

Strong  Hope,  Wesson: 


Church,  read  Vailf^  Churdv 
Sardis  Church,  and  Strong 
Ht^Churdh.. 

PhiUinston  (Leflore): 
March  2^26;  Sunday,  11  ajn. 
and  7  p.m.;  7  p.m. 

Bobby  Modre,  Mo^an  Citj^ 
evangelist;  (Zhristine  Sims, 
nUUipston  Church,  music; 
Lester  M.  Jeffers,  pastor. 

Faifiv  StaikviUe:  Apr0 13-16; 
Sunday,  10:S5  aan.  aru  6  pjru; 
Mon.-WBd.,  hoon  and  7  pan.; 
Ron  UHnm,  Xrvli:^  Texas,  mm- 


Staff  Changes 


Courtney  Selvy  began  his 
duties  on  Jem.  1  as  the  new 
Director  of  Missions  for  Panola 
Association.  He  follows  Walter 
Ballard  who  retired  Dec.  31. 
Selvy  previously  served  as  pas¬ 
tor  of  Hardy _ 

Church, 

Grenada.  A 

native  of 

Kansas,  Selvy 
attended 
New  Orleans 
Seminary 
where  he 

received  the 
Masters  of 

Divinity  Selvy 

degree.  He 

earned  a  doctorate  in  Sacred 


Names  in  the  News 


Trent  Bareer  (right)  son  of 
Don  and  Gail  Barger,  was 
recently  licensed  to  the  min¬ 
istry  at  First  Church,  Indianola. 
He  is  a  sophomore  at 
Mississippi  College.  Presenting 
larger  with  his  license  is  Lewis 
Harrell,  associate  pastor  at  First 
Church,  Indianola. 


Victor  Ainsworth,  evange¬ 
list  with  Victor-  Ainsvujuth 
Ministries,  Gulfport,  is  l^Jil- 
able  for  services.  He  can  be  con¬ 
tacted  at  23132  Highway  53, 
Gulfport,  MS  39503  or  call  (601) 
832-6519. 


Divinity  Selvy 

degree.  He 

earned  a  doctorate  in  Sacred 
Theology  from  Bethany  Baptist 
Theological  Seminary  and 
College,  Dothan,  Ala.  Other 
churenes  he  pastored  in 
Mississippi  were  Cedar  Grove, 
Columbia;  Clifton,  Scott 
Association;  Bentonia,  Yazoo 
Association;  and  First  Church, 
Lambert,  North  Delta 
Association.  Selvy,  his  wife 
Sally,  cmd  children  will  reside  in 
Batesville. 

First  Church,  Lauderdale, 
has  called  Danny  Watts  as  pas¬ 
tor  effective  March  3.  A  native 
of  Starkville,  Watts  received  his 
education  at  Mississippi  State 


Uruversity  and  New  Orleans 
Seminary.  His  previous  place  of 
service  was  Arbor  Grove 
Church,  Houston. 

Bethlehem  Church,  Simpson 
Association,  has  called  James  C 
(Chris)  Layton  as  pcistor.  He  pre¬ 
viously  served  as  associate  pas¬ 
tor  at  Poplar  flings  Church, 
Simpson  Association.  Layton  is 
presently  a  sophomore  at 
mlliam  Carey  College. 

Mississippi  residents  Eddie 
C.  and  Bainara  D.  Jones  were 
recently  named  hy  the  Home 
Mission  Board  (HMB)  to  be 
home  missionaries  to  Arkansas. 
A  native  of  Bassfield,  Jones 
serves  as  a  church 
planter /strategist  in  Little 
Rock,  Ark.  Jones,  HMB  church 
planter  in  Mississippi,  m«vi- 
ously  served  as  pastor  of  Christ 
Temple,  Pascagoula.  Other  pas¬ 
torates  include  Victory  Temple, 
Greenville,  <md  Grace  Temple, 
Gulfport.  He  was  also  director 


Eddie  and  Barbara  Jones 

of  the  Mississippi  River 
Minist^  from  1993  to  1996. 
Jones  is  a  graduate  of  New 
Orleans  ^minary  and 
International  ^minary, 

Plymouth,  Fla.  Barbara  Jones,  a 
native  of  Chicago,  is  a  graduate 
of  Gulf  Coast  Community 
College,  Gautier. 


CHURCH  PEWS  & 

*  FURNITURE  CO. 

I  A-  Cushions  it  Baptistries 

*  w  ^  Steeples  ★  Renovation 

and  Pulpit 

(New  and  Used) 
Wallace  E.  Foy 

WATTS  1-800-898-0551 
Jackson  957-3762 


Providine  Transportation  Solutions 


Pacer  LTD  by  Goshen 
Coach  15  Passenger, 
Gas  or  Diesel 
NO  CDL  Required 


Check 
our  Pricing 
Before  you 
Buy! 


#t  In  Van  Si 
Buses 


SENTRY-30  to  32  Passenger 
Chevy  Diesel  or  454  Gas 
Freighlliner  Cummins-Diesel 


72*  Interior  Headroom  ♦  Electric 
Passenger  Door  ♦  No  Hump  to  Crawl 
over  ♦  Low  Entry  Step-for  seniors 
♦  Easy  Handling-Fun  to  Drive 


kT«TiT:Vl 


CALL  —  Svd  StUee-  — 

4805  FARM  LANE  RD.  PINE  BLUFF,  AR  71603 

501-879-1500  or  800-822-5307 


Check  our  prices-we'll  sell  for  Less  New  or  Used 
We  have  a  Large  Inventory  of  Used  Buses 
All  Makes  &  Models 


18*  DISH  SATHUTE.  America^  top  50  chan¬ 
nels  plus  30  CD's  with  Disney,  TBN,  CBN, 
$1 99.95.  $50.00  o«  to  first  50  callers.  $25.00  per 
month  for  programming.  Only  system  that  can 
receive  SKY  ANGEL  (24  hour  Christian  program¬ 
ming).  Call  ^los  Marteting  1  -BOO-943-9040. 
FULL-TIME  MINISTER  OF  WORSHIP  AND 
MUSIC  needed  for  medium-sized  church 
ffit  utilizes  a  'blend'  of  music  (traditional 
and  praise).  Must  have  heart  for  Cod  and 
for  people.  If  interested,  please  send  resume 
to  CrossPoint  Baptist  Church,  PO  Box 
80598,  Baton  Rouge.  LA  70898. 
EXPERIENCED  FULL-TIME  MINISTER  Of 
MUSKAOUTH.  Send  resume  to  Calvary  Baptist 
Church,  1601  Chkkasawba,  Blytheville,  AR 

72315  Pastor. _ 

CENTRAL  BA^ST  CHURCH  of  Eureka, 
Missouri  is  prayerfully  accepting  resumes 
until  March  15,  1997  for  a  dynamic,  full¬ 
time  YoutfVMusic  Minister  to  serve  in  a 
rapidly  growing  community.  Send  resumes 
to  Central  Baptist  Church,  PO  Box  66, 
Eur^,  MO  630^,  A«n.  Search  Committee 
PASSENGER  VANS  FOR  private  and  church 
groups,  from  $59.95  per  day/  limited  free 
miley  7-  to  1 5-seat.  Occasionally  for  sale: 
quality  used  vans.  Auto  &  Truck  Rental, 
lackson  (601)  948-3391 .  Si^e  J%5. 
CHURCFiKW  CUSHIONS:  Manufactured  in 
our  plant.  For  free  estimate  contact-Emmons 
Brothers,  P.O.  80x^186,  Meridian,  Miss. 
39301 .  Since  1899.  Phone  (601)  69^-4451 . 


CFI  —  PEWS,  NEW  &  used.  Baptistries,  steeples, 
&  stained  glass,  MS  &  ALA.  1-800-830-0583. 
CHQIR  ROBES  &  accessories,  pulpit'judicial 
robes,  paraments.  MURPHY  ROBEVMac's 
Robes,  Charles  McGlocklin,  Authorized 
Dealer.  Statewide  E^BOCEBBO-MACS. 

RETIRED?  FlANNiNC  RETIR^NT?  Insufficient 
irKome?  Need  second  income?  Men,  women. 
For  remedy, 'call  1-800-708-6237. 
BAPTISTRY/BATHtUB  ROAiR.  detain  or 
fiberglass.  No  job  too  large  or  small.  Statewide 
service.  No  mileage  charge.  K&K  Bathtub 
Repair,  1526  Gardner  Blvd.,  Columbus,  MS 

39702;  1-800-349-2682. _ 

PEWS  FOR  W.E:  Call  Noithcrey  Baptist  Church 
601  -482'-3498,  Meridian,  MS.  Leave  your  name 
and  phone  numberjiyi^  the  secrefafy. 

PULPIT,  26  MXID  OAR,  RUST  FABRIC 
PEWS,  communion  table,  two  chairs  $8,000. 
601-736-6462  or  601^73^257. 

U$H)  CHUICH  FEWS  FOR  SAIL  Price:  Negotiabie. 
Call  Pastor  Chris  Wheeler  at  (601)  943-6518 
(leave  m«Mge).  Bassfield  Baptist  Church. 
HElbELBERC  STAINED  CLASS,  Meridian 
Design,  Fabrication,  Repair.  MURPHY  ROBE 
SALES.  Call  (601)  483-3171  or  1-800-368- 
2705.  If  no  answer  mII  (W1)  483-79M. 
AnENTION!  BI-VOCAtlONAL  ministers  and 
musk  directors:  Supplement  your  church  income. 
Earn  $500-$  1,000  per  w^  with  American 
Protective.  Leads  furnished,  no  overnight  travel  or 
cash  investment  —  We  train  you.  Call  (601)  582- 
9000  for  confidential  inleiview. 
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Linwood  Church,  Union,  recently  held  ground  breaking  for  a 
building  at  a  cost  of  $92,500.  Taking  part  in  the  ceremony  (pictured) 
are  Jerry  Bishop,  Oliver  Jolly,  Beverly  Lilley,  Cassie  Peebles,  Glenn 
Nicholson,  Aubrey  Nicholson,  Randy  Nicholson,  Oliver  Bounds, 
and  Harvey  Guthrie.  Not  pictured  is  Billy  Singleton. 


West  Heights  Church, 
Pontotoc,  will  celebrate  their 
50th  anniversary  on  March  9. 
All  former  members  and 
friends  are  urged  to  attend. 

Pass  Road  Church, 

Gulfport,  will  hold  it's  6th 
annual  Greater  Gulf  Coast 
Bible  conference  March  2-6. 
There  will  be  3  services  begin¬ 


ning  March  3  -  6  at  9:00,  10:00 
ana  11:00  a.m.  Evening  ser¬ 
vices  begin  at  6:30  p.m.  Lunch 
and  dinner  will  be  served  each 
day.  The  speakers  will  be  Paul 
Tsika,  Doug  White,  Jack 
Taylor,  and  Wade  Trimmer. 
The  praise  and  worship  will 
feature  The  Balltzgliers,  The 
Balltzglier  Family,  and  Gerald 
&  Cindv  Simmons.  There  will 


Invest. 


For  Heaven  s  Sake. 


You  NEED  INVESTMENTS 
wrra  SOLID  RETURNS. 

QwWING  CHURCHES  NEED 
CAPTIAL  TO  EXRtf®  THEIR 
MINISTRIES. 

1?  A.  B.  Culbertson  and 
Company  PROVIDES  THE 
BEST  OF  BOTH. 

THE  CHURCH  BOND 
SOLUTION 

Culbertson  and  Company  has 
over  40  yean  of  successful  experi¬ 
ence  providing  our  clients  with 
investments  which  achieve  their 
long  term  strategies. 

Church  bonds  provide 
investors  with  income  while 
supplying  churches  with  capital  for 
expansion.  Each  of  Culbertson's 
bond  issues  passes  stringent 
financial  analysis  resulting  in 
conservative,  sound  investments. 

SECURITY  WITH 
niXMLITY 

In  addition,  all  of  our  bond 
issues  are  collateralized  by  real 
property,  odering  investcas  security 
with  favorable  returns  for  a  Axed 
liKome  investment  opportunity. 


Current  ykid  up  to  Church 
^l)l|k  bonds  feature 
interest 
rates  with 
varying 
maturities  up  to  15  years.  This 
gives  you  the  flexibility  to  choose 
the  investment  duration  that  best 
fits  your  individual  strategy. 
Prlndpal  and  interest  payments  are 
scheduled  throughout  the  term  of 
the  bond,  resulting  in  predictable 
cash  flow. 

THE  CULBERTSON 
ADVANTAQE 

Let  Culbertson  show  you  the 
advantages  of  making  church 
bonds  a  part  of  your  investment 
mix.  CXir  register^  representatives 
can  help  create  a  financial  strategy 
to  meet  your  individual  goals. 

To  receive  more  information 
on  how  church  bonds  can  work  for 
you,  please  call  Mary  Noraoss  or 
Rob^  Kirwin  at  1-800-333-2868 
for  our  free  brochure. 


A.B.CuLBEKrson 

AmCOMRVlY 

12S0  Continenul  Plaza 

Fon  Wfa«h.  Tmas  76102  •  817  33V2371 
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be  a  special  "Invasion  of 
Praise"  Wednesday  night  and 
"Living  Pictures'*  from  the 
"Messiah"  Thursday  night. 
For  more  information  call 
(601)  863-1697.  Edgar  Jackson 
is  pastor. 

Pleasant  Grove  Church, 
Brookhaven,  will  have  its  125th 
year  celebration  on  March  2. 
Special  guest  will  be  Gerald 
Aultman,  former  pastor. 
Sunday  School  will  be  at  10 
a.m.,  worship  at  11  a.m.,  and  a 
meal  at  noon.  Kent  Cochran  is 
pastor. 

The  Fellowship  of  Baptist 
World  Ministries  held  their 
annual  meeting  in  Jackson  on 
Dec.  11.  Jerry  Rankin,  presi¬ 
dent  of  the  Foreign  Mission 
Board  (FMB),  spoke  at  the 
meeting.  Officers  elected 
were  Jack  Hazlewood,  Little 
Rock,  Ark.,  president;  Tom 
Cox,  Mountainburg,  Ark., 
vice  president;  and  Arnold 
Tanner,  Lubbock,  Texas,  secre¬ 
tary-treasurer.  This  organiza¬ 
tion  works  in  cooperation 
with  the  FMB  to  .coordinate 
short  term  mission  work 
around  the  world. 

First  Church,  Los  Alamos, 
New  Mexico,  will  celebrate  its 
50th  anniversary  on  Aug.  8-10. 
The  Historical  Committee  is 
seeking  addresses  for  former 
members  and/or  associates. 
Contact  the  church  at  2200 
Diamond  Drive,  Los  Alamos, 
NM  87544  or  call  (505)  662- 
3712  to  register  your  address 
and  interest  in  further  infor¬ 
mation. 

Glade  Church,  Laurel,  will 
observe  special  services  at  7 
p.m.  on  Monday  during  the 
month  of  March.  Speakers  will 
be  Roc  Collins,  Marm  3;  Tommy 
Anderson,  March  10;  Jim  Futral, 
March  17;  Gary  Bowlin,  March 
24;  emd  Alan  Woodward,  March 
31.  Music  will  be  provided  by 


Are  your  seniors  tired  of 
crawling  over  ttw 
HUMP?  The  solution  is 
a  15-passenger  van  with 
an  aisle,  raised  roof  & 
electric  step, 
cat  TrEState  Van  &  Bus  Today!  1-80(E330- 
BUSES!  VANS!  PEOPLE  MOVERS! 


Robert  Fennell;  Baucom, 
Randy  Cuchens,  Currie  Page 
and  the  JCJC  Ensemble,  and 
Robert  Fennell.  Mike  Thompson 
is  pastor.  For  more  information, 
call  the  church  at  (601)  649-4246. 


He  also  attended  Calhoun 
Community  College  (now  John  C. 
Caliviun  State  Community 
Cdiege)  in  Decatur,  Ala. 

He  was  a  seminary  indipi  at 
Kirby  Woods  Churcn  aha .  an 
associate  staff  member  #  iFifSt 
Church  irr  Watkinsvitte,  0a. 
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;  ahtf  were  among  arts 

1  pe0i^  ^^i^pioinied  by  the  of  h 
Foreign  Mi^on  Board  (FMB)  Stat 
Feb.  It  during  a  service  at 
Calvary  Churcn  in  Winston- 
Salem,  N.C. 

The  Buices  will  live  in  north 
Brazil.  Mast^ife,  Youth  Brazil, 
aixl  the  Jesus  film  have  been 
very  well  received  in  northern 
Brazil  and  have  been  instrumen¬ 
tal  in  leading  numerous  people 
to  a  saving  faith  in  Christ  He  will 
teach  New  Testament  and  Gredc 
at  the  North  Brazil  Baptist 
Thecdop^l  S«®iina.ry  and  the 
S^YMw^^Oiri^ian  Educadon 
in  l|e(^  Win  work  in  a 
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Are  you  paying  too  much  for  your  Hospital  or  Medicare  Supplement 
Insurance?  If  yes,  call  for  our  Low  Rates  Today! 

□  Major  Hospital  &  Surgical  Plan 

Helps  pay  benefits  for.  Hospital  Room,  Intensive  Care, 

Surgery,  Ambulance.  Call  today  for  free  informatksc  ^ 

Many  Pie-Existing  Health  Conditions  acceptable —  rj  p 

High  blood  pressure,  Diabetes,  Heart  conditions,  etc.  xTllWLttl  iAKILlmiMlKC 

(Excellent  Rates  on  ages  50-*-)  Nf  3XjC6tlll|J{ 

□  Medicare  Supplement  PO  Box  5127,  Brandcm,  MS  39047 

^  l.BOO-463-4348.: 

Prescription  Savers  Plan:  Save  up  to  50%  '  .  .  ■ 

onprescripHon  _  _  _ _ _ , _ _ , 


drugs! 


□  Medicare  Supplement  under 
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Lottie  Moon  Oeeerings 


Just  for  the  Record 


Mississippi  College  football  team  recently  held  the  annual  foot¬ 
ball  banquet  on  campus.  Among  those  receiving  special  recognition 
was  Stan  Feener  (right),  associate  pastor  of  Student  Ministries  at 
Morrison  Heights  Church,  Clinton.  Feener  served  as  chaplain  during 
the  season.  Tim  Yancy,  equipment  manager,  presentee!  the  gift  on 
behalf  of  the  Choctaw  coaching  staff. 


Geinene  Haynes,  Don 
Smith,  and  Shena  Robnett 

show  their  artwork,  which  they 
presented  in  a  recent  chapel 
program  at  William  Carey 
College  on  the  Coast. 

Haynes,  who  chose  to  sculpt 
"Dove"  in  smooth,  creamy 
alabaster,  sees  it  as  the  concep¬ 
tual  image  of  a  dove  in  flight. 
Smith  sculpted  a  bust  of 
William  Carey  in  bronze.  Using 
pneumatic  tools,  Robnett  began 
with  a  piece  of  limestone 
weighing  in  excess  of  100 
pounds.  The  finished  piece,  still 
weighty  at  approximately  60-70 
pounds,  is  her  individual  inter¬ 
pretation  of  an  angel. 


Fredonia  Church,  Union 
County  Association,  recently 
held  ite  recognition  service  for 
the  different  mission  groups. 
Pictured  (from  left)  Mission 
Friends  are  Jessie  Kidd  and 
Blake  Jolly,  and  Rita  Kidd  and 

r-\ _ r>_?j _ _ 


Dorma  Bridges,  leaders; 

GAs:  leader  Rhonda  Carter, 

Anna  Moody, 

Kelly 

Williamson,  and  leader  Kathy 

Moody;  Fredonia,  Mission  Friends 

RAs;  first  row.  Derrick 

Wagner,  Jared  Carter,  Rick  David  Carter  and  Rickey  Kidd; 
Prewitt,  CHistin  Bridges,  Zach  Acteens:  leader  Jill  Weeden, 
Moody,  Justin  Bridges;  second  Brcindi  Jolly,  Alison  Barnes,  Leah 
row.  Mason  Wages,  Alex  Kirk,  Keri  Grisham,  and  Kristen 
Rowland,  Hunter  Williamson  Hall;  leaders  not  pictured  are 
and  Jeremy  Prewitt;  leaders  are  Edna  Goudy  and  Buffy  Goudy. 


Fredonia,  RAs 


Fredonia,  Acteens 


Fredonia,  GAs 
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Family  Bible  Series 

Tell  the  Good  News! 

I  Thess.  2:1-13 

By  Mary  Ellen  Powell  could  stand  f 


will  often  receive  opposi-  this,  often  known  as  agape 
tion  and  disapproval.  love,  is  the  type  that  is  shown 
Sincere  V^tness  (2:5-  to  us  by  God  and  is  the  type 
6).  Paul  reminds  the  that  truly  ministers  to  a  per- 

TTiessalonians  that  his  son's  heart.  As  we  seek  to  fol- 
Ufe,  and  that  of  his  com-  low  God,  we  are  called  upon  to 
panions,  was  lived  in  give  of  ourselves  totally  to 
devotion  to  the  mess^e,  tnose  to  whom  we  minister 
not  to  tiheir  own  gciin.  The  and,  especially,  to  God. 
genuineness  of  their  mes-  &emplary  Witness  (2:9-12). 
sage  could  be  seen  in  the  Paul  reminds  the  Thessalonians 
total  transparency  of  their  of  how -they  were  loved  into 
motives.  In  a  fake  ancl  shallow  their  relationship  with  God.  He 
world,  we  must  live  in  total  hon-  and  the  others  showed  them  a 
esty  with  Ckid,  others,  and  our-  love  that  did  not  bring  with  it  a 
selves.  God's  call  requires  com-  burden,  but  affirmecJ  them  as 
plete  honesty  about  our  own  wise  fathers  would.  In  verses  11- 
spiritual  attitudes  and  actions.  12,  examples  are  given  of  a 
Loving  Witness  (2:7-8),  The  parental  love  that  encourages, 
focus  of  Paul's  letter  moves  comforts,  and  cheers  a  chilcf  on 
now  from  how  he  was  viewed  to  greater  things.  Such  a  love  is 
by  his  opponents  to  how  he  ne^ed  in  our  ministries  emd 
and  his  companions  related  to  especially  in  our  homes.  By  lov- 
the  Thessalonians.  Paul  ing  the  Thessalonions  in  this 
reminded  the  Thessalonians  df  way,  Paul  was  confident  that  the 
the  gentle,  unselfish,  and  people  to  whom  he  ministered 
unconditional  manner  in  which  would  look  on  him  as  one  devot- 
they  were  loved.  Love  such  as  ed  to  their  spiritual  growth,  nol 


Powell 


place  for  you?  Iwlped  those  in  rteed.  However,  they  did  ^  have  a  lelaticmdup 

The  rignt  hand  of  Gcxi  they  are  not  aware  tl^  have  w' 
is  a  place  of  honor.  Those  helped  Jesus.  He  reminds  tihem,  ai 
who  feed  the  hungry,  if  mey  have  helped  even  the  pi 
d>elter  tl^  hcmieless,  arid  least  of  his  broftters,  ftwy  have  pi 
provide  companionship  helped  him.  n< 

for  those  in  prison  are  ! 


Life  and  Work 


Serve 

Matthew  25:31-46  HQH 

moitisatiiifeof  sqp- 
aratkm.  He  will 

vorld  that  runs  arate  the  sheep  VBniia&fl 
type  jud^  (saved  pecmle),  from  Mome 
lid  about  rights  the  goats  ftost  peo- 
Imt  littie  wout  pie).  Palesthuan  fnmers  legu- 
individual  Ireffl^nsibility.  We  larfy  separated  Aeir  flo^. 
ne^  tdlie  rented  fjuit  God  The^weie  awateenlteigqpva- 
will  jud^e^eryone.  tion  ^d  discriinination 


I  for  those  who  ^w 
Hell  is  a  terribte  place 


[c^ier  Teresa  of  India  was 

■  invited  to  Christ's  place  asked  why  die  was  so  willing  to 
of  honor.  They  have  cared  minister  to  needy  people,  aw 
for  the  needy  and  Christ  rOTlied,'Tdonot8eeneMy  peo- 
will  reward  them.The  pie,  I  see  Jesus  when  I  minister." 
sheep  are  blessed  because  She  has  captured  the  hearted  the 
of  their  good  behavior.  The  kssem.  If  you  want  to  minister 
emphasis  of  Christ  is  cm  help  to  Jesus  you  have  to  minister  to 
ing  those  in  need.  dw  sick,  kmdiy,  and  oppressed 

^ _  and  discrimination  Salvation  is  more  than  people  yem  encounter. 

of  SeparatioB  process.  Thisjudgisient  is  nc>t  a  walking  down  an  aisle  or  ftiidi-  How  do  we  expess  our  love 
(25:31-33).  When  Jesus  ounes  trial  but  aetkm  lilBeB  on  ded-  ful  church  attendance.  It  is  few  God?  Is  it  by  leaving  air 
to  judge  the  world,  he  will  sicHW  already  ma4!S>  meue  than  giv^  or  construct-  conditkaliedhcMnesanddnvii^ 

come  in  all  his  glory. 'The  first  Hiynaai  ^Nceda  (34-  ii^biiildmgs.  Trie{noofof<>ur  to  air  cohdifioned  cars  and  sit- 

tune  Christ  came  to  the  eardi,  36).  Jesus  inetoliktitose  who  saJ^atiem  is  that  we  help  odv-  ting  is  air  condtoe^  chjm^ 
he  came  as  a  helpless  child,  have  been  carhqem  odiers  to  ers.  We  bdter  be  sure  we  are  singing  Jestis  pud  it  ^?  Nol 
When  he  conws  Ibt  secomd  1  il  i  fluii  inhrrifiitrr  TTr  hin  not  Just  gohw  through  reli-  G^uine  Chri^mara  will  want 
time,  he  will  come  to  all  been  prepattog  «ynce  gious  rifu>&.  m  mu^  have  a  to  wonto^.  However,  worship 

majesty  and  He  b  ^  the  creatkto  l@l|e  world,  rehdkmsh^  wifr.  Christ  toat  b  to  be  depressed  by  compas- 

all  powerfttT  Sem  cd  God.  Someone  Heaecxi  b  Moditoea  the  works  of  the  skm  for  others. 

There  mil  be  no  need  for  an  a  prepared  prepared  Chrietianlife.  A  Dcrttoy  Dedased  (41-46). 

appeab  court,  hb  jmlgemenb  peopk  and  BcH  it  a  prepared  Serve:  Chrbt  07-40).  Jesus  Those  vdto  are  uneariM  are  cast 
are  perfect.  place  for  unprepared  peo-  emiatos  what  it  means  to  be  into  hdl.  Theb  lack  of  cnioein 

J^t»  tells  us  that  toe  judge-  pie."  Is  Jesus  preparing  a  r^beota.  The  lighfeous  have  fw  otoers  b  ample  evidence 


By  Thad  Moore 


Explore  the  Bible 

Celebrate! 

Matthew  26 


BThe  Hebrew  day  able  to  see  some  weakness  of  told  hb  disciples  to  eat  hb  bexiy. 
began  after  sunset.  The  which  they  were  not  aware.  The  Take  it  in.  Become  like  him. 
disciples  had  the  time  to  amazing  ming  b  toat  the  guilty  Second,  Jesus  used  the  sym- 
prepare  for  the  night,  one,  Judas,  acted  the  same  as  the  bol  of  red  wine.  Red  wine  sym- 
Elsewhere  Jesus  said  to  otoer  disciples.  As  we  approach  bolized  blood  and  life.  The  life 
walk  while  it  is  light,  the  Lord's  Supper,  we  must  of  an  animal  was  contained  in 
and  put  your  trust  in  the  allow  the  Lord  to  search  us,  con-  its  blood  (Ckn.  9:4).  Jesiu  told 
light  while  you  have  it  fess  our  shortcomings,  and  his  disctoles  to  drink  in  his 
Gohn  12:35-36).  We  must  repentof  sin.  Anything  else  will  blood /life.  Take  it  in.  Share  his 
prepare  for  toe  Savior  lead  to  certain  betrayal  of  our  life.  Just  as  the  Israelites  were  to 
!  wWle  we  have  time.  As  Lord  in  our  lives.  eat  the  lamb  in  Egypt,  Jesus' 

he  directed  the  disciples.  Participation  (26:26-28).  people  are  to  take  m  hb  death 
so  he  directs  still  today.  The  Jesus  used  two  symbob  in  the  and  life,  and  thus  pass  form 
main  preparation  of  the  day  Lord's  Supper  to  symbolize  death  to  life, 
was  to  sacrifice  and  prepare  the  himself.  First,  Jesus  broke  the  Promise  (26:29).  Jesus  msti- 
lamb  for  consumption.  Though  bread.  The  breaking  does  not  tution  of  the  Lord  s  Supp)er  not 
the  lamb  has  already  been  sac-  symbolize  what  happened  to  only  pointed  toward  his  death, 
rificed,  we  must  still  accept  the  Jesus's  body,  but  was  simply  it  also  pointed  toward  the 
lamb  into  our  lives.  The  time  is  how  the  bread  was  shared  promised  eternal  Kingdom  of 
at  hand.  Prepare.  among  all  the  disciples.  Bread  God.  Jesus  said  he  would  drink 

Prediction  (26:20-25).  While  was  a  symbol  of  the  basic  food  the  fruit  of  the  vine  fresh  in  his 
Jesus  and  the  disciples  ate  the  needed  for  life.  Jesu^  b  life.  Only  Father's  kingdom.  Just  as  Jesus 
Passover  meal,  Jesus  predicted  by  accepting  him  into  our  lives  would  experience  life  after  his 
hb  betrayal  by  one  of  ms  disci-  can  we  share  his  life.  The  Jews  death,  so  his  people  live  with 
pies.  The  disciples  began  asking,  had  a  belief  that  you  are  what  the  hope  of  life  after  death. 

’^It  b  not  I,  b  it,  Lord?^as  thou^  you  eat.  Thus,  the  laws  of  clean  Long  is  pastor,  First  Church, 
tiiey  believed  Jesus  may  well  to  and  unclean  for  toeir  food.  Jesus  Perkinston. 


By  Mark  Long  Originally,  Passover 

r  ancT  the  Feast  of 

The  Passover  was  a  time  Unleavened  Bread 
Israel  expected  the  Messiah's  were  two  dbtinct  feasts 
appearance.  Jesus  revealed  to  (Ex.  12:1-8, 18-20;  Num. 
his  disciples  hb  messianic  role.  28:16-25).  The  two  feasts  eventu- 

He  would  give  his  life  as  a  sac-  ally  became  referred  to  as  one 
rifice  so  death  would  pass  over  feast  lasting  eight  days.  Though 
his  jTOople.  In  this  text,  Jesus  Matthew  refers  to  the  time  as  me 
revealea  the  reality  of  hb  death  first  day  of  Unleavened  Bread, 
and  the  intimate  relationship  thb  refers  to  the  day  of  prepara- 

required  between  people  and  tion  for  the  Passover  meal,  as 

himself  for  death  to  pass  over,  verse  17  clearly  states. 

Just  as  death  passea  over  the  The  time  of  the  Passover 
Israelites  in  Egypt  because  of  meal  was  at  hand,  and  so  was 
the  blood  of  the  pascal  lamb,  Jesus'.  So  Jesus  directed  his  dis- 
we  celebrate  because  death  ciples  to  prepare.  Jesus'  state- 
passes  over  the  believer  ment  foreshadowed  his  death. 
Decause  of  the  blood  of  Christ.  and  the  new  meaning  he  would 
Preparation  (Matt  26:17-19).  apply  to  the  Passover  meal. 


Faith  discovered,  teenager  yearns  for  home 


Part  of  the  problem,  said  said  Lacey,  whose  number  one 
Lacey,  was  her  parents  couldn't  dream  is  returning  home, 
afford  to  care  for  them  on  their  At  the  Kinston  campus,  or 
own  and  they  weren't  willing  Kennedy  Home,  Lacey  ^ares  a 
to  help  each  other.  room  with  her  sister. 

When  her  mom  left,  Lacey's  Although  they  spent  *many 
dad  couldn't  afford  the  rent  years  aigv^g  and  fighting,  their 
and  moved  the  whole  family  to  relationsnip  has  strengthened, 
the  beach.  "We  have  a  sisterly  type,rela- 

Soon,  because  of  a  mix-up  tionship  and  get  along  most  of 
with  the  landlords  there,  they  the  time.  We  stick  up  for  each 
were  kicked  out  of  their  rented  other  and  when  we  do  argue, 
home.  we  work  it  out." 

That  night,  they  drove  to  a  Since  her  placement  over  a 
shelter  in  Wilmington,  N.C.,  year  ago,  Lacey  said  she's  over- 
where  they  were  turned  away  come  many  problems  by  giving 
because  there  was  no  adult  her  life  to  Christ, 
female  to  stay  with  the  girls.  She  was  baptized  June  9, 

In  the  end,  they  lived  in  their  1996. 
family  van.  "Growing  up,  1  went  to 

Within  a  few  days,  all  five  church  with  my  mom  and  dad 
children  were  taken  from  their  some,  but  I  would  be  a 
father  and  placed  in  a  foster  Christian  for  that  day  and  the 
home.  rest  of  the  week,  whew,  we  just 

"They  took  us  to  a  lady's  didn't  act  that  way. 
house  and  the  first  thing  she  "Now,  I  try  to  revolve  my  life 
said  was,  'You  are  filthy,'"  said  around  Christ  every  day.  I'm 
Lacey,  feeling  rejected  again.  quiet  at  school  so  1  won't  get  in 
In  the  beginning,  her  dad  trouble, 
tried  to  find  a  nouse  so  he  could  "I  used  to  have  a  foul  mouth, 
get  his  children  back.  but  now  1  don't.  1  asked  for  for- 

At  the  same  time,  Lacey's  giveness,"  she  said. 

mom  was  working  to  get  the  - ; - 

children  home  with  her.  For  iriformation  on  the  pro- 

Now,  Lacey  said,  no  one  ^ams  of  the  Baptist  Children's 
knows  where  her  dad  is,  but  Villa^  (bCV)  in  Mississippi,  con- 
her  mom  is  making  great  tact  Chiystelle  Thames,  BCV  pub- 
progress.  lie  relations  director,  at  P.O.  Box 

'^he  just  needs  a  home  for  27,  Clinton,  MS  39060.  Telephone: 
us  and  it  has  to  be  approved,"  (601)  922-2242. 


By  Jennifer  Hamer 

Baptist  Children's  Homes  ofN.C. 


found  them  living  in  a  van  at 
the  beach  with  their  father  and 
three  other  siblings 

The  younger  children  now 
live  in  a  foster  home. 

Lacey's  father  took  them  to 
the  beach  after  his  wife,  Lacey's 
mom,  left  them  to  live  with  her 
boyfriend.  Their  relationship, 
said  Lacey,  was  always  volatile. 

"Mom  left  off  and  on  through¬ 
out  my  life,"  she  said.  "My  par¬ 
ents  never  got  along.  They  were 
together  for  14  years,  arguing, 
fussing.  Nobody  uked  each  other 
in  our  nome,"  she  said. 

Soon,  the  constant  fighting 
took  its  toll.  Lacey,  a  self-pro¬ 
claimed  good  student,  began 
missing  school. 

Her  grades  dropped  and  she 
tried  to  commit  suicide. 


KINSTON,  N.C.  (BP)  —  The 
13-year-old,  who  came  to  the 
Baptist  children's  home  cam¬ 
pus  timid  and  hopeless,  has 
found  stability  and  security. 

When  younger,  Lacey  often 
was  left  to  care  for  herself  and 
her  siblings.  She  used  to  dream 
of  ways  to  safely  walk  to  and 
from  school. 

Now,  she  dreams  about  col¬ 
lege  and  a  career  working  with 
animals.  (Only  Lacey's  first 
name  will  be  us^  in  this  article.) 

Last  January,  Lacey  and  her 
older  sister,  Lonnie,  arrived  at 
the  Baptist  Children's  Homes 
of  North  Carolina  campus  at 
Kinston  after  social  services 


boy  or  girl  to  write  me. 
Please  write  to: 
1513  Barnes  Rd. 
Canton,  MS  39046 


Dear  Pen  Pal  Club, 

Hi!  My  name  is  Mindy 
Suzanne  Haynes.  1  go  to  Canton 
Academy.  I  go  to  First  Baptist 
Church,  Canton.  I  have  two  15- 
year-old  brothers,  a  one-cind-a- 
nalf-year-old  brother,  and  a  13- 
year-old  sister.  I  am  10  years  old. 
My  birthday  is  June  16th.  My  m 
hobbies  are  baslwtball,  cheer-  ^ 
leading,  running,  hanging 
out  wim  friends,  showing  4- 
H  sheep  and  pigs,  takmg  ftj 
care  of  wildlife,  and  art.  My 
pets  are  eight  dogs:  Buddy,  ' 
Annie,  Jake,  Candy,  Max, 
KeKe,  Sissy,  and  Mouse.  I 
have  one  cat,  Caterina;  two 
horses,  BUbo  and  Buford;  and 
two  cows,  Rosie  and  Mack.  I 
also  have  11  goats.  I  would  like  a 


You  can  find 
the  missing 

PEACE 


The  Prince  of 
Peace  extends  a 
wonderful  invitation  to  you. 


1.  His  love  gives  us  peace. 

This  is  his  promise: 
"Perfect  love  casts  out  fear." 

(I  )ohn  4:18)  When  we  ask 
Christ  into  our  lives,  his  love 
chases  away  fear. 


Sunday 


Ron  Mumbower,  Ph.D. 
Minister  of  Counseling 
First  Church,  Jackson 


2.  His  promise  of  eternal  life 
gives  us  peace. 
The  Bible  says,  "The  wages  of 
sin  is  death,  but  the  free  gift  of 
God  is  eternal  life."  (Romans 
6:23)  G(k1  provides  eternal  life 
through  the  death  and 
resurrection  of  his  Son. 


Jesus  sent  his  disciples  to  Find  this 
Qninoal.Connsct  the  acts  and  find  it./ 

f  <>•  45  47  #41 
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I've  never  been  in  counseling,  turn  to  someone  who  will  help 
but  I'm  beginning  to  think  I  need  you  see  the  light. 
to  be.  How  do  7  know  when  I 

should  get  counseling?  Why  are  Baptists  so  uptight 

about  having  a  good  time? 

When  you  exhaust  your 

own  efforts,  feel  over-  When  Christians  define  a 
whelmed,  and  lose  objectivity,  "g(X)d  time,"  they  must  ask 
those  are  pretty  strong  signs  themselves,  "Wnat  would 
that  you  need  help.  Jesus  do  in  this  situation?" 
Counseling  dt>es  not  mean  When  people  see  us,  they  see 
you  can't  handle  your  own  Jesus.  Christianity  is  not 
problems;  it  is  simply  a  real-  opposed  to  having  a  "good 
ization  that  you  need  to  look  time,"  but  you  must  remem- 
at  your  situation  from  a  differ-  ber  that  Jesus  set  us  free  from 
ent  perspective  that  can  be  the  bondage  of  conforming  to 
provided  by  a  trained  profes-  the  world  You  are  free  to 
sional.  Christian  counseling  is:  define  a  "good  time"  accord- 

—  finding  God's  way  in  the  ing  to  your  Christianity, 

darkness  of  this  world.  Galatians  5:1  (NIV)  states,  "It 

—  encouragement  in  the  is  for  freedom  that  Christ  has 

face  of  disillusionment.  set  us  free.  Stand  firm,  then, 

—  feedback  to  your  ideas,  and  do  not  let  yourselves  be 

thoughts,  and  feelings.  burdened  by  the  yoke  of  slav- 

—  a  listening  ear  m  a  busy  ery."  When  you  can  honestly 

world.  say  that  you  are  not  a  slave  to 

—  seeking  answers  to  life's  the  world  and  that  your  life 

difficult  questions.  honors  Christ  with  no  guilt  on 

>  The  Apostle  Paul  said,  "For  your  part  or  harm  to  others, 
when  I  am  weak,  I  am  strong."  you  have  indeed  achieved  the 
(2  Cor.  12:10  NIV.)  Recognize  freedom  Paul  is  describing, 
that  you  don't  have  all  the  Living  that  kind  of  life  is  a 
answers,  and  that  it's  OK  to  "gooof  time,"  indeed! 


3.  His  promise  to  walk  v\ith 
us  through  life  gives  us 
peace. 

lesus  said,  "In  me  you  may 
have  peace.  In  this  world  you 
have  tribulation,  but  take 
courage;  I  -have  overcome  the 
world."  ()ohn  1 6:33) 
lesus  extends  his  promise  of 
peace  to  us,  but  we  must 
respond  by  accepting  him  as 
the  missing  piece  in  our  lives. 


You  can  make  that  commit¬ 
ment  today  by,  (1)  admitting 
you  need  God,  (2)  confessing 
your  sins  to  him,  and  (3)  by 
faith,  receiving  Christ  as  Lord. 


If  you  make  a  decision  for  Christ 
today,  contact  a  local 
Mississippi  Baptist  Church 
for  spiritual  guidance. 


Send  your  counseling  questions  to  LifeAnswers  do  The  Baptist  Record,  P.O.  Box  530, 
Jackson,  MS  39205-0530.  Please  be  brif.  Name  is  not  required.  Remember:  in  time  of  cri¬ 
sis,  your  pastor  can'  make  recommendations  on  your  counseling  needs. 


Source:  Fun  Stuff  for  Kids  by  Michael  Stretf.  (Zondeaan,  1992) 
dvailalile  at  vour  lix  al  Ixxjkstore  or  Ijy  callina  800-727-1480. 


Baptist  Rhcoro 


-February  27, 1997 


